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: Schd&IIattackers showedmmmnmSimTs 


National Threat Assessment Center's Chief Lina Alathari walks offstage after announcing the release of the Secret Service National Threat Assessment Center's 
Protecting America's Schools report, in Washington, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By COLLEEN LONG 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Most students 
who committed deadly school at¬ 
tacks over the past decade were 
badly bullied, had a history of disci¬ 


plinary trouble and their behavior 
concerned others but was never 
reported, according to a U.S. Se¬ 
cret Service study released Thurs¬ 
day. 

In at least four cases, attackers 


wanted to emulate other school 
shootings, including those at Co¬ 
lumbine High School in Colorado, 
Virginia Tech University and Sandy 
Hook Elementary School in Con¬ 
necticut. 


The research was launched follow¬ 
ing the shooting at Marjory Stone- 
man Douglas High School. 

Continued on Page 2 
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Secret Service study: School attackers showed warning signs 


Continued from Front 

The study by the Secret 
Service's National Threat 
Assessment Center is the 
most comprehensive re¬ 
view of school attacks 
since the Columbine shoot¬ 
ings in 1999. 

The report looked in-depth 


at 41 school attacks from 
2008 through 2017, and 
researchers had unprec¬ 
edented access to a trove 
of sensitive data from law 
enforcement including po¬ 
lice reports, investigative 
files and nonpublic records. 
The information gleaned 
through the research will 
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U.S. sanctions 3 
Nicaraguan officials 
for alleged abuses 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Trump administration on 
Thursday imposed sanctions on three Nicaraguan 
officials accused of human rights abuses, election 
fraud and corruption. 

The U.S. Department of Treasury’s Office of Foreign 
Assets Control announced the sanctions, which block 
the officials from doing business with U.S. entities. 

The officials are Ramon Antonio Avellan Medal, dep¬ 
uty director of the Nicaraguan National Police; Lum- 
berto Ignacio Campbell Hooker, acting president of 
the Nicaraguan Supreme Electoral Council; and Ro¬ 
berto Jose Lopez Gomez, director of the Nicaraguan 
Social Security Institute. 

Hundreds of Nicaraguans have been killed, jailed or 
forced into exile since protests against President Dan¬ 
iel Ortega erupted in April 2018. 

Ortega officials have called opposition protesters 
“terrorists" and consider the demonstrations tanta¬ 
mount to an attempted coup.Q 
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Susan Payne, founder and executive director of Safe2Tell wipes tears, as Peter Langman, left. 
Max Schachter, who lost his son Alex during the Parkland school mass shooting, center, and Ryan 
Petty, right, who lost his daughter Alaina during the Parkland school mass shooting, appear at 
the the release of the Secret Service National Threat Assessment Center’s Protecting America's 
Schools report, in Washington, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019. 


help train school officials 
and law enforcement on 
how to better identify stu¬ 
dents who may be plan¬ 
ning an attack and how 
to stop them before they 
strike. 

"These are not sudden, 
impulsive acts where a 
student suddenly gets dis¬ 
gruntled," Lina Alathari, the 
center's head, said in an 
Associated Press interview. 
"The majority of these inci¬ 
dents are preventable." 

The fathers of three stu¬ 
dents killed in 2018 at Mar¬ 
jory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, 
Florida, attended a media 
conference Thursday in 
support of the study. 

Tony Montalto, whose 
daughter, Gina Rose Mon¬ 
talto, died, said the re¬ 
search was invaluable and 
could have helped their 
school prevent the attack. 
"My lovely daughter might 
still be here today," he said. 
"Our entire community 
would be whole instead of 
forever shaken." 

Montalto urged other 
schools to pay attention to 
the research. 

"Please, learn from our ex¬ 
perience," he said. "It hap¬ 
pened to us, and it could 
happen to your commu¬ 
nity, too." 

Nearly 40 training sessions 
for groups of up to 2,000 
people are scheduled. 


Alathari and her team 
trained about 7,500 people 
during 2018. The training is 
free. 

The Secret Service is best 
known for its mission to 
protect the president. The 
threat assessment center 
was developed to study 
how other kinds of attacks 
could be prevented. Of¬ 
ficials use that knowledge 
and apply it in other situa¬ 
tions, such as school shoot¬ 
ings or mass attacks. 

Since the Columbine at¬ 
tack, there have been 
scores of school shootings. 
Some, like Sandy Hook in 
2012, were committed by 
nonstudents. There were 
others in which no one was 
injured. Those were not in¬ 
cluded in the study. "We 
focus on the target so that 
we can prevent it in the fu¬ 
ture," Alathari said. 
Nineteen people were 
killed and 79 were injured 
in the attacks they studied; 
victims included students, 
staff and law enforcement. 
The Secret Service put out 
a best practices guide last 
July based on some of the 
research to 40,000 schools 
nationwide, but the new 
report is a comprehensive 
look at the attacks. 

The shootings happened 
quickly and were usually 
over within a minute or less. 
Law enforcement rarely ar¬ 
rived before an attack was 


Associated Press 

over. Attacks generally 
started during school hours 
and occurred in one loca¬ 
tion, such as a cafeteria, 
bathroom or classroom. 
Most attackers were male; 
seven were female. Re¬ 
searchers said 63% of the 
attackers were white, 15% 
were black, 5% Hispanic, 
2% were American Indian 
or Alaska Native, 10% were 
of two or more races, and 
5% were undetermined. 

The weapons used were 
mostly guns, but knives 
were used, as well. One at¬ 
tacker used a World War 
ll-era bayonet. Most of the 
weapons came from the 
attackers' homes, the in¬ 
vestigators reported. 
Alathari said investigators 
were able to examine de¬ 
tailed information about 
attackers, including their 
home lives, suspension 
records and past behav¬ 
iors. There's no clear profile 
of a school attacker, but 
some details stand out: 
Many were absent from 
school before the attack, 
often through a school sus¬ 
pension; they were treated 
poorly by their peers in per¬ 
son, not just online; they felt 
mistreated; some sought 
fame, while others were 
suicidal. They fixated on 
violence and watched it 
online, played games fea¬ 
turing it or read about it in 
books.Q 
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People of color make gains in mayoral races across the U.S. 



In this Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019 photo. Las Cruces Mayor Ken 
Miyagishima, center, looks at results with supporters at an 
election night watch party at Las Trancas restaurant in Las 
Cruces, N.M. 


By RUSSELL CONTRERAS 
Associated Press 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) 

— People of color made 
history this week by winning 
municipal races in places 
their families were once 
ignored or prevented from 
voting, including a New 
Mexico mayor whose fa¬ 
ther was forced into a Jap¬ 
anese internment camp 
during World War II. 

From Arizona to Massachu¬ 
setts, the gains highlight 
the ongoing demographic 
changes in the nation but 
also the growing political 
power of black. Latino and 
Native American voters 
ahead of the 2020 presi¬ 
dential election. 

Ken Miyagishima's election 
Tuesday to a fourth term as 
mayor of Las Cruces, New 
Mexico, will extend his dis¬ 
tinction as one of the lon¬ 
gest-serving Asian Ameri¬ 
cans in history to lead a U.S. 
city. His re-election came 
more than 75 years after FBI 
agents rounded up fam¬ 
ily members including his 


father, Mike Miyagishima, 
and forced them into the 
internment camp in Poston, 
Arizona. 

"I know my father was 
proud of me, because I was 
proud of him," Miyagishima 
told The Associated Press 
after his first election since 
his dad died last year. 

In Tucson, Arizona, voters 
elected Regina Romero, 
the daughter of farmwork¬ 
ers, as the first Latina mayor 
in the city's history. 

Political newcomer Frank 
Whitfield, a former CEO 
of Lorain County Urban 
League, was elected the 
first black mayor of Elyria, 
Ohio. And in Reading, 
Pennsylvania, the state's 
fifth-most populous city. 
Democrat Eddie Moran de¬ 
clared victory Tuesday in a 
municipality where almost 
two-thirds of the residents 
are Latino. 

"Tonight, we become pio¬ 
neers, and by standing on 
the shoulders of others be¬ 
fore me, we are setting a 
new path forward for Lati¬ 


no leadership for decades 
to come," Moran told sup¬ 
porters after unofficial re¬ 
sults showed him winning. 
Voters in Boston, the site 
nearly 50 years ago of the 
nation's most violent race 
riots over busing, elected 
the most diverse council 
in city history and the first 
with a majority of women. 
In Lawrence, Kansas, resi¬ 
dents filled seats on the city 
school board with Carole 
Cadue-Blackwood, a citi¬ 
zen of the Kickapoo tribe, 
and Paula Smith, a citizen 
of the Sisseton Wahpeton 
Oyate Nation. 

Sylvester Turner, Houston's 
second black mayor, won 
the plurality of votes and 
appeared to be heading 
into a runoff against Tony 
Buzbee, a candidate who 
has raised money for Re¬ 
publican Donald Trump. 
Brad "Scarface" Jordan, 
a former member of the 
Geto Boys hip-hop group, 
also appeared to be head¬ 
ed to a City Council runoff 
against Carolyn Evans- 


Shabazz, the granddaugh¬ 
ter of the first president of 
the historically black col¬ 
lege, Prairie View A&M Uni¬ 
versity. 

Matt A. Barreto, a political 
science and Chicano stud¬ 
ies professor at UCLA, said 
the victories are a result of 
new grassroots campaigns 
that focus on local races. 
"These campaigns are be¬ 
ing led by people of color 


Associated Press 

and younger people," Bar¬ 
reto said. "And we are see¬ 
ing the effects of these 
more diverse voices." 
Barreto said the often 
overlook local races were 
important because they 
set up a "bench" for future 
candidates seeking higher 
offices. "These folks are to¬ 
morrow's state legislator, 
governors and members of 
Congress," he saidO 
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Judge fines Trump $2M for misusing charity foundation 



In this Nov. 6, 2019, file photo. President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at the 
Monroe Civic Center in Monroe, La. 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A judge 
Thursday ordered President 
Donald Trump to pay $2 
million to an array of chari¬ 
ties as a fine for misusing his 
own charitable foundation 
to further his political and 
business interests. 

New York state Judge Sali- 
ann Scarpulla imposed the 
penalty after the president 
admitted to a series of 
abuses that were outlined 
in a lawsuit brought against 
him last year by the New 
York attorney general's of¬ 
fice. 

Among other things. Trump 
acknowledged he im¬ 
properly allowed his presi¬ 
dential campaign staff to 
coordinate with the Trump 
Foundation in holding a 
fundraiser for veterans dur¬ 
ing the run-up to the 2016 
Iowa caucuses. The event 
was designed "to further 
Mr. Trump's political cam¬ 
paign," Scarpulla said. 

The foundation will be dis¬ 
solved and its $1.7 million in 
remaining funds will be giv¬ 
en to other nonprofits, un¬ 
der agreements reached 
by Trump’s lawyers and the 


attorney general's office. 

As part of those agree¬ 
ments , made public Thurs¬ 
day, the two sides left it 
up to the judge to decide 
what penalty Trump should 
pay. The settlement was 
an about-face for Trump. 
He and his lawyers have 
blasted the lawsuit as po¬ 
litically motivated, and he 
tweeted, "I won't settle this 


case!" when it was filed in 
June 2018. 

Trump’s fine and the char¬ 
ity's funds will be split evenly 
among eight organizations, 
including Citymeals on 
Wheels, the United Negro 
College Fund and the U.S. 
Holocaust Memorial Mu¬ 
seum. Attorney General Le- 
titia James welcomed the 
resolution of the case as a 


Associated Press 

"major victory in our efforts 
to protect charitable as¬ 
sets and hold accountable 
those who would abuse 
charities for personal gain." 
"No one is above the law 
— not a businessman, not 
a candidate for office, 
and not even the President 
of the United States," said 
James, a Democrat. 

The president admitted, 
among other things, to im¬ 
properly arranging for the 
charity to pay $10,000 for 
a 6-foot portrait of him. He 
also agreed to pay back 
$11,525 in foundation funds 
that he spent on sports 
memorabilia and cham¬ 
pagne at a charity gala. 
Trump also accepted re¬ 
strictions on his involve¬ 
ment in other charitable 
organizations. His three 
eldest children, who were 
members of the founda¬ 
tion's board, must undergo 
mandatory training on the 
duties of those who run 
charities. 

Charities are barred from 
getting involved in political 
campaigns, but in weigh¬ 
ing the Iowa fundraiser, 
Scarpulla gave Trump 
credit for making good on 
his pledge to give $2.8 mil¬ 
lion that his charity raised 
to veterans' organizations. 
Instead of fining him that 
amount, as the attorney 
general's office wanted, 
the judge trimmed it to $2 
million and rejected a de¬ 
mand for punitive damag¬ 
es and interest. 




The Trump Foundation said 
it was pleased by those de¬ 
cisions, claiming that the 
judge "recognized that ev¬ 
ery penny ever raised by 
the Trump Foundation has 
gone to help those most in 
need." 

Trump Foundation law¬ 
yer Alan Futerfas said the 
nonprofit has distributed 
approximately $19 million 
over the past decade, in¬ 
cluding $8.25 million of the 
president's own money, to 
hundreds of charitable or¬ 
ganizations. 

At the time of the Iowa 
fundraiser. Trump was feud¬ 
ing with then-Fox News 
anchor Megyn Kelly and 
refusing to participate in 
the network's final Repub¬ 
lican presidential primary 
debate before the Iowa 
caucuses. Instead, he held 
a rally at the same time as 
the debate at which he 
called on people to do¬ 
nate to veterans' charities. 
The foundation acted as a 
pass-through for those con¬ 
tributions. 

James said the evidence 
of banned coordination 
between campaign offi¬ 
cials and the foundation in¬ 
cluded emails exchanged 
with then-Trump campaign 
manager Corey Lewan- 
dowski. 

In one email, a Trump com¬ 
pany vice president asked 
Lewandowski for guidance 
on precisely how to distrib¬ 
ute the money raised. 
Trump also admitted in the 
agreements to directing 
that $100,000 in foundation 
money be used to settle le¬ 
gal claims over an 80-foot 
flagpole he had built at his 
Mar-a-Lago resort in Palm 
Beach, Florida, instead of 
paying the expense out of 
his own pocket. 

In addition, the foundation 
paid $158,000 to resolve a 
lawsuit over a prize for a 
hole-in-one contest at a 
Trump-owned golf course, 
and $5,000 for ads promot¬ 
ing Trump's hotels in the 
programs for charitable 
events. Trump admitted 
these transactions were 
also improper. 

As part of the settlement, 
Donald Trump Jr. reim¬ 
bursed the Trump Foun¬ 
dation for the cost of the 
portrait.Q 
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Idaho, Energy Department sign deal on spent nuclear fuel 





In this May 11, 2015, file photo, nuclear waste is stored in underground containers at the Idaho 
National Laboratory near Idaho Falls, Idaho. 

Associated Press 


By KEITH RIDLER 
Associated Press 
BOISE, Idaho (AP) — Ida¬ 
ho granted a conditional 
waiver Thursday to the U.S. 
Department of Energy that 
could allow research quan¬ 
tities of spent nuclear fuel 
into the state after years of 
blocking such shipments. 
The agreement announced 
by Gov. Brad Little and At¬ 
torney General Lawrence 
Wasden, both Republicans, 
means the Idaho National 
Laboratory could receive 
about 100 pounds (45 kilo¬ 
grams) of spent fuel for ex¬ 
periments as part of a U.S. 
strategy to expand nuclear 
power and reduce green¬ 
house gas emissions. 

The waiver requires the 
Energy Department to 
first prove it can process 
900,000 gallons (3.5 million 
liters) of high-level radio¬ 
active liquid waste that sits 
above a giant Idaho aqui¬ 
fer that supplies water to 
farms and cities. 

The Energy Department 
has spent some $600 mil¬ 
lion trying to do that, so far 
having failed but reporting 
good progress earlier this 
year at its Integrated Waste 
Treatment Unit. 

The deal announced Thurs¬ 
day makes it easier for 
the Energy Department to 
bring spent fuel for research 
into the state but benefits 
Idaho by requiring earlier 
removal of other nuclear 
waste at the 890-square- 
mile (2,305-square-kilome- 
ter) site west of the city of 
Idaho Falls that includes 
the Idaho National Labora¬ 
tory. Specifically, the 2019 
Supplemental Agreement 
grants a conditional waiver 
to the historic 1995 Settle¬ 


ment Agreement reached 
by former Democratic Gov. 
Cecil Andrus and Republi¬ 
can Gov. Phil Baft. 

They engaged in a series of 
federal court battles with 
the Energy Department 
resulting in the 1995 Settle¬ 
ment Agreement during 
Batt's term that is generally 
seen as preventing Idaho 
from becoming a high-lev¬ 
el nuclear waste dump. 

The Energy Department 
benefits in the most recent 
deal because instead of 
having to process all the 
radioactive liquid waste 
before it can bring in re¬ 
search quantities of spent 
fuel, as required in the 1995 
agreement, it now under 
the conditional waiver only 
has to prove it can process 
some of the liquid waste 


and meet additional pro¬ 
cessing goals before being 
allowed to bring in more re¬ 
search quantities of spent 
fuel. The first 100 pounds 
(45 kilograms) of spent fuel 
would come from the Byron 
Nuclear Generating Station 
in Illinois. 

Idaho had been banning 
spent fuel shipments be¬ 
cause the Energy Depart¬ 
ment missed a 2013 dead¬ 
line to treat all the liquid 
waste. 

The Energy Department 
has agreed to make sure 
that at least 55% of all 
transuranic waste shipped 
to the Waste Isolation Pilot 
Plant in New Mexico comes 
from Idaho. That facility has 
experienced waste ship¬ 
ment bottlenecks in recent 
years. Transuranic waste 


is work clothing, rags, ma¬ 
chine parts and tools that 
have been contaminated 
with plutonium and other 
radioactive elements 
The Energy Department 
has also agreed to remove 
an additional 300 pounds 
(136 kilograms) of uranium, 
plutonium or enriched ura¬ 
nium from Idaho by the 
end of 2021. 

In addition, the Energy 
Department has commit¬ 
ted to a specified sched¬ 
ule to treat spent nuclear 
fuel from the Experimental 
Breeder Reactor II at the 
Idaho National Laboratory. 
The Idaho National Labo¬ 
ratory is a huge economic 
driver in the state, with 
some 4,400 workers. Spent 
fuel research could bring 
millions of additional feder¬ 


al dollars. "The agreement 
we executed this week en¬ 
sures those successes will 
continue and that the INL 
will continue to lead the 
nation and world in energy 
research and innovation," 
Little said. 

The Energy Department first 
asked Idaho for a waiver in 
2014. But Wasden refused 
to sign on, noting the 1995 
agreement was the only 
enforcement tool Idaho 
had to get the Energy De¬ 
partment to remove the ra¬ 
dioactive liquid waste. The 
conditional waiver met his 
requirements. 

"As those who have been 
familiar with my stance on 
this issue over the years 
know, nothing is more im¬ 
portant than treating that 
liquid waste and protecting 
our precious aquifer," Was¬ 
den said in a statement. 
Andrus, the former gov¬ 
ernor who died in 2017, 
frequently said that if the 
liquid waste tanks ever 
leaked and contaminated 
the aquifer, Idaho's potato 
business would be dev¬ 
astated. Idaho supplies 
about a third of the nation's 
potatoes, much of the crop 
grown with water pumped 
from the aquifer. 

The Idaho National Labora¬ 
tory is the Energy Depart¬ 
ment's lead laboratory for 
nuclear research and is 
involved in national secu¬ 
rity concerns regarding nu¬ 
clear waste reduction and 
non-proliferation. It's direc¬ 
tor, Mark Peters, told law¬ 
makers earlier this year that 
the biggest threat to the 
lab's research status was 
Idaho's ban on bringing in 
small quantities of spent 
nuclear fuel for research. □ 











FRIDAY 8 NOVEMBER 


ms. NEWS 



In tight market. Census plans to hike pay in some places 


By MIKE SCHNEIDER 
Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — 

Faced with a tight labor 
market, U.S. Census Bu¬ 
reau officials said Thursday 
they plan to raise wages 
for census workers in some 
areas and make it easier 
for applicants to get fin¬ 
gerprinted for background 
checks. 

Bureau officials told mem¬ 
bers of the National Advi¬ 
sory Committee on Racial, 
Ethnic and Other Popula¬ 
tions that low unemploy¬ 
ment was making it chal¬ 
lenging in some commu¬ 
nities to hire up to 500,000 
temporary workers needed 
to survey households dur¬ 
ing next year's 2020 Census. 
The bureau tested the job 
market in late summer 
and early fall when it hired 
32,000 temporary workers 
to help verify addresses 
ahead of the 2020 count. 



U.S. Census Bureau Director Steven Dillingham speaks at an event launching the 2020 Census 
Statistics in Schools program on Monday, Oct. 28, 2019, in Memphis, Tenn. 

Associated Press 


Charges: Chinese surveillance 
goods illegally sold to U.S. 



U.S. Attorney Richard P. Donoghue announces charges 
against Aventura Technologies, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019, in 
the Brooklyn borough of New York. 

Associated Press 


By TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A Long 
Island firm sold tens of mil¬ 
lions of dollars in Chinese- 
made surveillance and 
other sensitive security 
equipment to customers, 
including the U.S. military 
to use on aircraft carriers, 
by falsely claiming the 
goods were manufac¬ 
tured in America, federal 
prosecutors said Thurs¬ 
day. 

The fraud that prosecu¬ 
tors allege by Aventura 
Technologies Inc. raised 
"a grave concern" over 
cyber security, U.S. Attor¬ 
ney Richard Donoghue 
said. 

Though there was no al¬ 
legation of breaches 
involving the Chinese 


government, emails and 
other evidence from the 
investigation showed "in¬ 
dividuals in China were 
well aware of what was 
going on," Donoghue 
said. 

The equipment made in 
China and sold by Aven¬ 
tura "as purportedly U.S.- 
made has been installed 
on dozens of Army, Navy 
and Air Force bases. De¬ 
partment of Energy fa¬ 
cilities and, among other 
places, on Navy aircraft 
carriers," prosecutors said 
in the criminal complaint. 
Of the $88 million Aven¬ 
tura made since 2010, 
$20 million came from 
federal government con¬ 
tracts promising it would 
provide only U.S.-made 
products, they saidO 


The bureau encountered 
higher than expected lev¬ 
els of dropout and no-show 
rates that officials blamed 
on inconvenient finger¬ 
print locations, inadequate 
follow-up with applicants 
and uncompetitive wages 
in rural areas, said Albert 
Fontenot, an associate di¬ 
rector at the bureau. 

For the next wave of hiring, 
the bureau will increase 
wages by $1.50 an hour in 
some places and allow ap¬ 
plicants to get fingerprint¬ 
ed at post offices. The pay 
for the part-time work cur¬ 
rently ranges from $13.50 to 
$30 an hour. The bureau so 
far has 1 million applicants 
but is hoping to get anoth¬ 
er 1.7 million people apply¬ 
ing for the temporary jobs, 
bureau officials said. 

The bureau also has been 
working with industrial psy¬ 
chologists to help decide 
which type of backgrounds 
would eliminate someone 
from being hired to knock 
on the doors of people 
who don't respond to the 
questionnaire. While past 
arrests for traffic accidents 
or marijuana possession 
might get a pass, "we don't 
want people with violent 
crimes or house break-ins 
in their background," Fon¬ 
tenot said. 

When it comes to people 
with unsavory affiliations. 


such as white supremacy 
groups, the bureau can 
only flag people with arrest 
records, he said. 

"In every census, we have 
people who pop up do¬ 
ing things not in line with 
the mission," Fontenot said. 
"They're quickly released." 
The committee covered a 
wide range of issues with 
Census Bureau officials 
Thursday, including data 
privacy, advertising, fight¬ 
ing misinformation, fund¬ 
ing, messaging in hard-to- 
count communities and 
guarding against hacking. 
Even though a question 
championed by the Trump 
administration about citi¬ 
zenship won't be on the 
questionnaire since the 
U.S. Supreme Court nixed 
it in July, the bureau plans 
to ask whether there's a 
misperception that the 
question is still on the form, 
in a survey it plans to con¬ 
duct on participants' atti¬ 
tudes, said Gina Walejko, a 
bureau statistician. 

For the first time ever, the 
Census Bureau is encour¬ 
aging respondents to an¬ 
swer the questionnaire on¬ 
line, although respondents 
can also answer by tele¬ 
phone or by paper form. 
The bureau’s computer 
system is expecting more 
than 120,000 online users at 
any given time, but it is built 


to handle 600,000 respon¬ 
dents and, if needed, up 
to 1 million people with the 
help of backup systems, 
said Michael Thieme, an 
assistant director at the bu¬ 
reau. Census Bureau direc¬ 
tor Steve Dillingham said 
next year's national head 
count was "on mission, on 
target and on budget." But 
some committee members 
said they were worried he 
was being too optimistic, 
given hiring and budget 
challenges. 

Separately Thursday, law¬ 
makers in the Congressio¬ 
nal Asian Pacific American 
Caucus sent a letter to 
Facebook requesting more 
information on what it plans 
to do to stop disinformation 
being spread on the 2020 
Census. It was the latest 
expression of concern by 
lawmakers about how so¬ 
cial media may be used to 
prevent participation. On 
Monday, five dozen Demo¬ 
cratic lawmakers wrote a 
letter to Twitter, asking how 
it would combat the threat. 
The bureau on Thursday 
unveiled a series of public 
service announcements 
to bring awareness to the 
count. Such announce¬ 
ments, also known as 
PSAs, are targeted to spe¬ 
cific communities, such as 
Spanish-speakers, African 
Americans, households 
with young children. Native 
Americans, Alaska natives, 
Puerto Ricans and people 
living in Hawaii. PSAs for 
other communities are 
planned for next year. 

The bureau will start a se¬ 
ries of media buys in Janu¬ 
ary with a goal of raising 
awareness. In March, the 
campaign will encourage 
people to respond to the 
questionnaire, and by the 
end of April the message 
will remind people to fill 
out their form or they may 
receive a home visit from 
a Census worker, said Alex 
Hughes, executive director 
of VMLY&R, a marketing 
agency hired by the bu¬ 
reau. 

"People aren't always ea¬ 
ger to have someone 
knocking on their door," 
Hughes said. "It will be ... 
'Please respond now be¬ 
fore someone goes knock¬ 
ing on your door."Q 
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Chicago's top cop retiring 
after turbulent 3-plus years 



Chicago Police Department Supt. Eddie Johnson, with his 10-year-old son, his wife right, and and 
Mayor Lori Lightfoot, left, looking on, announces his retirement during a press conference at CPD 
headquarters, in Chicago, Thursday morning, Nov. 7, 2019. 


By DON BABWIN 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Chicago 
Police Superintendent Ed¬ 
die Johnson announced 
Thursday that he’s retiring 
after more than three years 
as the city’s top cop, a post 
he took over during one of 
the most violent chapters in 
the city’s history and amid 
public outcry over the re¬ 
lease of a video showing 
an officer shooting a black 
teen 16 times. 

During a news confer¬ 
ence in which Johnson 
announced his retire¬ 
ment, Mayor Lori Lightfoot 
said he’d agreed to serve 
through the end of the 
year. A successor hasn't 
yet been named. 

“These stars can sometimes 
feel like you're carrying 
the weight of the world,” 
said Johnson, whose uni¬ 
form includes four stars on 
each shoulder. “This job has 
taken its toll, taken a toll on 
my health, my family, my 
friends.” 

Johnson, who joined the 
force as a patrolman in 
1988, signaled earlier in 
the week that he was mull¬ 
ing retirement because 
he wanted to spend more 
time with family. He said 
the decision would have 
nothing to do with an inves¬ 
tigation into a recent inci¬ 
dent in which he was found 
asleep behind the wheel of 
his SUV at a stop sign and 
his admission to Lightfoot 
that he'd had a “couple 
of drinks with dinner” that 
night. 

He also has come under 
withering ridicule from 
President Donald Trump, 
both on Twitter and in a re¬ 
cent Chicago speech that 
Johnson boycotted to a 
national conference of po¬ 
lice chiefs in which Trump 
called the city a haven for 
criminals. 


Johnson said none of that 
contributed to his decision 
to step down. He said the 
tool his job took on his fami¬ 
ly came into focus when he 
saw the pain on the faces 
of widows of officers who 
were killed this year, and 
in October when he went 
on his first family vacation 
since becoming chief. 
Johnson, a native Chica¬ 
goan, held just about ev¬ 
ery rank in his more than 
three decades career on 
the force. He was named 
superintendent in 2016 by 
then-Mayor Rohm Emanu¬ 
el, who had fired Superin¬ 
tendent Garry McCarthy 
after the release of the 
now-infamous video of Of¬ 
ficer Jason Van Dyke fa¬ 
tally shooting 17-year-old 
Laquan McDonald. John¬ 
son, then the interim chief, 
hadn’t even applied, but 
Emanuel eschewed the 
recommendations of the 
police board and chose 
him. 

An African American who 
spent his early childhood 
living in one of the city's 
most notorious public hous¬ 
ing projects, the soft-spo¬ 
ken Johnson was a popular 
choice with the rank-and- 
file who felt they could trust 
him far more than McCar¬ 
thy, a brash outsider who 
spent the bulk of his career 
in New York. 

Johnson inherited a de¬ 
partment that was in the 
midst of what seemed like 
a running gun battle on the 
streets as rival gangs and 
drug dealers shot it out for 
control of the streets. By the 
end of his first year on the 
job, the city saw thousands 
of shooting incidents, the 
number of dead totaled 
nearly 800 — or 300 more 
than just the year before. 
The next year things im¬ 
proved, but the street 
warfare had become a 


national media story and 
even the reports that the 
number of homicides had 
dropped to 664 all seemed 
to include the reminder 
that the number was higher 
than the combined total of 
homicides of New York and 
Los Angeles. 

And he had to contend 
with Trump, who repeatedly 
pointed to the gun violence 
in the city in his campaign 
and into his presidency to 
claim that the bloodshed 
could be halted if the city 
allowed its police officers 
to crack down on crime. At 
one point, Johnson called 
Trump on his claim that an 
officer told him that gun 
violence could be solved 
“in a week,” publicly telling 
the president if he has such 
a plan, he should share it. 
Lightfoot praised Johnson 
Thursday for his willingness 
to implement reforms that 
make the city safer. She 
also noted how he stood 
up to the Trump administra¬ 
tion by refusing to cooper¬ 
ate with federal agents’ ef¬ 
forts to capture immigrants 
living in the country illegal¬ 


ly, and more recently by 
boycotting the president’s 
speech to a police chiefs 
convention. 

“The superintendent stood 
tall and refused to stand 
on the stage with a presi¬ 
dent who has villainized our 
city’s values (and) repeat¬ 
edly lied about or progress 
on violent crime and about 
the superintendent person¬ 
ally,” Lightfoot said. 
Johnson set out to beef up 
his force, presiding over 
an effort to hire more offi¬ 
cers that has increased the 
size of the force by about 
1,000. Under his leader¬ 
ship, the city also dramati¬ 
cally expanded the use of 
high-tech crime-fighting 
technology that allows of¬ 
ficers to know almost im¬ 
mediately where shots are 
coming from, install scores 
more surveillance cameras 
and embark on the largest 
rollout of police body cam¬ 
eras in the United States. 

As the McDonald case was 
advancing in court, John¬ 
son also looked for ways to 
restore public confidence 
that had been shattered 


Associated Press 

by the shooting and alle¬ 
gations that Van Dyke's su¬ 
pervisors and fellow officers 
had made a concerted 
effort to keep secret what 
happened that night in Oc¬ 
tober 2014. 

The McDonald shooting 
and the arrest of Van Dyke 
— the first police officer to 
be criminally charged in 
an on-duty shooting in de¬ 
cades — shined a light on 
a police force where of¬ 
ficers are rarely disciplined 
for misconduct or officer- 
involved shootings. 

In a blistering report, the 
U.S. Justice Department 
found a long history in the 
department of racial bias 
and excessive force by of¬ 
ficers. 

That led to wholesale 
changes in the way offices 
are investigated and last 
year the implementation of 
a federal consent decree 
that calls for more commu¬ 
nity policing, better officer 
training and a requirement 
that officers fill out paper¬ 
work every time they point 
a gun at someone, even if 
they don’t fire.Q 
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Long festering charges of anti-Semitism hit Labour's Corbyn 


By GREGORY KATZ 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The long- 
festering issue of anti-Semi¬ 
tism in Labour Party ranks is 
coming back to haunt Jer¬ 
emy Corbyn in the first days 
of his election campaign 
to unseat Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson and take up 
residence at 10 Downing 
Street. 

Corbyn's bid for Britain's 
top job was sidetracked 
Thursday by renewed 
claims that he is not fit to 
be prime minister because 
of his perceived tolerance 
of anti-Semitic attitudes, an 
allegation Corbyn strongly 
denied. 

The criticism came from 
a former member of the 
Labour Party's inner circle 
who took the extraordinary 
step of urging British voters 
to choose Johnson, and 
from an influential Jewish 
newspaper that urged Brit¬ 
ons to shun Corbyn in the 
country's Dec. 12 general 
election. 

Ian Austin, a close aide to 
Gordon Brown, the Labour 
Party's last prime minister, 
said the party has been 
poisoned by "anti-Jewish 
racism" under Corbyn. Aus¬ 
tin was one of seven law¬ 
makers who left the Labour 
Party in February because 
of allegations of anti-Semi¬ 
tism and its failure to take a 
clear stand on Brexit. 

On Thursday, he urged "de¬ 
cent, traditional, patriotic 
Labour voters" to vote for 
Johnson and the Conser¬ 
vatives rather than let Cor¬ 
byn take power. 

He said the "scandal of an¬ 
ti-Semitism" has poisoned 
Labour since Corbyn was 
elected party leader in 
2015. 

Those concerns were 
echoed by the Jewish 
Chronicle weekly news¬ 
paper, a fixture in Britain's 
Jewish community since 
1841, which said its polling 
indicated that nearly half 
of Britain's Jews would "seri¬ 
ously consider" leaving the 
country if Corbyn becomes 
prime minister. 

Corbyn denied the allega¬ 
tions, saying that "anti-Sem¬ 
itism is a poison and an evil 
in our society" and that he 
was working to root it out of 
the Labour Party. 


"Our party has confronted 
the issue, we have sus¬ 
pended or expelled mem¬ 


bers, we have an educa¬ 
tion program and all of 
that has been set up since 
I became the leader of 
this party, and we'll carry 
on doing exactly that," he 
said. 

"There are many Jewish 
people in this country who 
are members of the Labour 
Party, supporters of the La¬ 
bour Party, work with the 
Labour Party and they do 
not share the views that 
have been put forward on 
the front page of the Jew¬ 
ish Chronicle," Corbyn said. 
The controversy erupted as 
Corbyn has been trying to 
focus attention on his par¬ 
ty’s economic plans, based 
on a broad call for social 
justice and the restoration 
of social services cut by the 
Conservatives since 2010. 
The 70-year-old Corbyn has 
been dogged by allega¬ 
tions of anti-Semitism since 
his spectacular rise from 
the obscurity of Labour's 
back benches to the par¬ 
ty's top spot. 

He has moved Labour 
sharply to the left and away 
from the center ground 
staked out by former Prime 


Minister Tony Blair, who led 
the party to three straight 
election triumphs. 


On Thursday, the Jewish 
Chronicle took the unusual 
step of publishing a front¬ 
page editorial aimed at 
"non-Jews" who would not 
normally read the paper. It 
said fears were raised when 
Corbyn became party 
leader but that some had 
hoped he would become 
more tolerant. 

"The opposite has hap¬ 
pened. 

The near-total inaction of 
Mr. Corbyn and the rest of 
the Labour leadership in 
dealing with anti-Semites in 
the party has both embold¬ 
ened them and encour¬ 
aged others," the newspa¬ 
per said. 

Over his long career, Cor¬ 
byn has stoked contro¬ 
versy by championing the 
grievances of groups such 
Hamas, Hezbollah and the 
Irish Republican Army. 

He has been accused of 
failing to expel party mem¬ 
bers who express anti-Se¬ 
mitic views and has been 
criticized for past state¬ 
ments, including a 2010 
speech in which he com¬ 
pared Israel's blockade 
of the Gaza Strip to Nazi 


Germany's sieges of Lenin¬ 
grad and Stalingrad during 
World War II. 


Critics have also con¬ 
demned him for attending 
a 2014 wreath-laying cere¬ 
mony honoring Palestinians 
whom Israel has linked to 
the murders of 11 Israelis at 
the 1972 Munich Olympics. 
Senior Labour figures fought 
back against the allega¬ 
tions raised Thursday. 

John McDonnell, Labour's 
economy spokesman and 
a key Corbyn ally, said La¬ 
bour was "saddened" by 
criticism in the Jewish me¬ 
dia but added "we're do¬ 
ing everything they asked 
of us to address this issue." 
He accused Johnson and 
the Conservatives of racism 
but did not provide specif¬ 
ics. 

"Voting for Boris Johnson, if 
you are a Labour voter and 
you want to protect your 
community, is absolutely 
absurd and it makes no 
sense at all," said Rebecca 
Long-Bailey, Labour's busi¬ 
ness spokeswoman. 
Labour's fledgling cam¬ 
paign was also rocked by 
the resignation Wednesday 
of deputy leader Tom Wat¬ 
son. 

Austin’s comments and 


Watson's resignation under¬ 
score the unease many La¬ 
bour lawmakers have with 
Corbyn's left-wing views, 
his leadership style and his 
reluctance to take a clear 
stand on whether Britain 
should leave the Europe¬ 
an Union or remain in the 
28-nation bloc. 

Johnson pushed hard for 
the early election, which 
is coming more than two 
years ahead of schedule, 
after Parliament thwarted 
his plans to have Britain 
leave the EU on Oct. 31. 
Johnson hopes to win an 
outright majority in Parlia¬ 
ment so he can pass a di¬ 
vorce bill in time for Britain 
to leave by the next Brexit 
deadline on Jan. 31. 

Until now, Brexit has been 
the main campaign issue, 
but Labour is trying to shift 
the debate onto domestic 
issues such as health care, 
the environment and social 
welfare. 

John Bercow, the for¬ 
mer House of Commons 
speaker who oversaw Brit¬ 
ain's bruising parliamentary 
battles over Brexit, told The 
Associated Press in an inter¬ 
view Thursday that leaving 
the EU would be a historic 
mistake but added it’s not 
too late to reverse the de¬ 
cision. 

Other parties competing 
in the Dec. 12 election in¬ 
clude the Liberal Demo¬ 
crats, who want to cancel 
Brexit; the Scottish Nation¬ 
al Party, which opposes 
Brexit and wants Scotland 
to leave the U.K.; and the 
Brexit Party, which says Brit¬ 
ain should leave the bloc 
without a deal. 

Three parties that want to 
stay in the EU — the Lib¬ 
eral Democrats, the Green 
party and the Welsh party 
Plaid Cymru — announced 
an agreement Thursday 
not to run against each 
other in dozens of seats in 
order to make it more likely 
that pro-EU candidates will 
prevail. 

The arrangement negotiat¬ 
ed by the Unite to Remain 
group means there will 
be 60 election districts in 
which voters will have only 
one candidate who favors 
staying in the EU, which the 
group hopes will boost their 
chances. □ 



Britain's Labour Party leader Jeremy Corbyn unveils the Labour battle bus while on the general 
election campaign trail in Liverpool, England, Thursday Nov. 7, 2019. 
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French leader laments NATO's 'brain death' due to US absence 


By LORNE COOK 
GEIR MOULSON 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — French 
President Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron claimed that a lack 
of U.S. leadership is caus¬ 
ing the "brain death" of the 
NATO military alliance, in¬ 
sisting in an interview pub¬ 
lished Thursday that the Eu¬ 
ropean Union must step up 
and start acting as a strate¬ 
gic world power. 

Macron's public criticism of 
the state of the world's big¬ 
gest military alliance was 
rejected by German Chan¬ 
cellor Angela Merkel and 
NATO Secretary-General 
Jens Stoltenberg, setting 
the scene for a possible 
showdown in London next 
month when U.S. President 
Donald Trump joins his 
counterparts. 

"What we are currently 
experiencing is the brain 
death of NATO," Macron 
told The Economist maga¬ 
zine. He said the United 
States under Trump ap¬ 
pears to be "turning its back 
on us," notably by pulling 
troops out of northeast Syr¬ 
ia without notice. 

Trump surprised his NATO 



French President Emmanuel Macron attends a joint news conference with China s President Xi 
Jinping at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Wednesday, Nov. 6,2019. 

Associated Press 


partners with last month's 
troop withdrawal. NATO 
plays no role in Syria, apart 
from helping the coalition 
fighting the Islamic State 
extremist group. But the 
move was seen by Turkey, 
another NATO ally, as a 
green light to invade the 
region. 

"So as soon as you have 
a member who feels they 


have a right to head off on 
their own, granted by the 
United States of America, 
they do it. And that’s what 
happened," Macron said. 
Trump also wrong-footed 
the allies by announcing 
a troop drawdown in Af¬ 
ghanistan and then de¬ 
claring that peace talks 
with the Taliban were can¬ 
celed after a bomb attack 


killed a U.S. soldier. NATO 
has played a major secu¬ 
rity role in the country since 
2003, but its future there is 
now unclear. 

Beyond that, the U.S. lead¬ 
er publicly berated other 
leaders at a May 2017 sum¬ 
mit for failing to boost their 
military budgets. Trump's 
preoccupation with de¬ 
fense spending has been 


a constant theme since he 
came to office in 2016 and 
is expected to feature at 
the Dec. 3-4 summit in Lon¬ 
don. 

The United States is the big¬ 
gest and most influential 
member of NATO. It spends 
more on its defense budget 
than all the others com¬ 
bined. 

Macron said the European 
members of the 29-nation 
alliance "should reassess 
the reality of what NATO is 
in the light of the commit¬ 
ment of the United States." 
But after talks with Stol¬ 
tenberg in Berlin, Merkel 
said, "The French president 
chose drastic words. That 
is not my view of coop¬ 
eration in NATO and I think 
that such a sweeping blow 
is not necessary, even if we 
do have problems, even if 
we must pull together." 
More broadly, Trump's 
trade tariffs against the EU 
have also rankled Europe¬ 
an members of NATO and 
have appeared to target 
Germany. His decision to 
pull the United States out 
of the Paris climate agree¬ 
ment particularly annoyed 
Macron. □ 


Italy presses steelmaker to agree deal 
on plant, save jobs 



This Aug. 17, 2012 file photo shows chimneys of a steel plant in 
Taranto, southern Italy. 


By FRANCES D'EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Italy has giv¬ 
en steel maker ArcelorMit¬ 
tal a few days to agree to 
a plan to keep operating a 
major southern Italian steel 
plant, where the company 
says legal challenges and 
a "climate of hostility" will 
hinder its business plans. 
Political pressure was build¬ 
ing Thursday both within It¬ 
aly's squabbling center-left 
government and the cen¬ 
ter-right opposition to keep 
the Taranto plant operating 
and avoid the thousands 
of layoffs that could result 
if ArcelorMittal backs out or 
slashes production. 

"We have dangerously 
incompetent people in 
government," railed right- 
wing leader Matteo Sal- 
vini, whose League party 
is Parliament's biggest op¬ 
position force. The French- 
Indian steelmaker balked 


at continuing to operate 
the steel plant after the Ital¬ 
ian government recently 
removed immunity from 
prosecution in case of en¬ 
vironmental damage. But 
in a letter sent Monday by 
the company's Italian CEO, 
Lucia Morselli, ArcelorMit¬ 
tal also cited various legal 
challenges and other diffi- 


Associated Press 

culties it claims thwarts pro¬ 
duction goals set out in a 
deal with Italy. ArcelorMit¬ 
tal is currently leasing the 
steel plant under a con¬ 
tract obliging it to acquire 
it. The company now says it 
has a right to get out of the 
contract since conditions 
governing it allegedly are 
no longer being met. □ 
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Iran alleges UN inspector tested positive for explosives 



Iran's Ambassador to the International Atomic Energy Agency, IAEA, Gharib Abadi, waits for 
the start of the IAEA board of governors meeting at the International Center in Vienna, Austria, 
Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019. 


By KIYOKO METZLER 
PHILIPP JENNE 
JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 
VIENNA (AP) — Iran alleged 
Thursday that the U.N. in¬ 
spector it blocked from a 
nuclear site last week test¬ 
ed positive for suspected 
traces of explosive nitrates. 
The U.N.'s nuclear watch¬ 
dog, the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, 
disputed Iran's claim. 

The allegation made by Ira¬ 
nian representative Kazem 
Gharib Abadi came as Iran 
injected uranium gas into 
centrifuges at its under¬ 
ground Fordo nuclear com¬ 
plex early Thursday, tak¬ 
ing its most-significant step 
away from its 2015 nuclear 
deal with world powers. It 
also dominated an IAEA 
meeting that included dis¬ 
cussions about alleged ra¬ 
dioactive material found af 
an undeclared site in Iran. 
These latest steps by Iran 
put additional pressure 
on Europe to offer Tehran 
a way to sell its crude oil 
abroad despite the U.S. 
sanctions imposed on the 
country since President 
Donald Trump unilaterally 
withdrew America from the 
nuclear deal over a year 
ago. 

The Oct. 28 incident with 
the inspector happened 
at Iran's Natanz nuclear 
facility, which includes the 
majority of the centrifuges 
now enriching uranium in 
the country. The entrance 
of Natanz includes equip¬ 
ment to check for traces of 
nitrates, Abadi said. 

"The detector's alarm went 
off and it was signaling 
to a specific person," he 
said. 'They have repeated 
this procedure again and 
again, and unfortunately, 
the results were the same 
all the way for only that 
specific inspector." 

As they waited for a female 
employee to search the in¬ 
spector, the woman went 
off to the bathroom. Abadi 
alleged when she came 
back, she no longer tested 
positive. He said the team 
took samples from the 
bathroom, as well as seized 
her handbag. 

Abadi said he hoped fur¬ 
ther tests by Iran and the 
IAEA would explain what 


happened. Iran's nuclear 
industry has been targeted 
by sabotage and its sci¬ 
entists assassinated in the 
past."Needless to say that 
Iran, like all other members 
of the agency, cannot con¬ 
done any behavior or ac¬ 
tion which may be against 
the safety and security of 
its nuclear installations, es¬ 
pecially ... considering the 
past sabotage attempts in 
its nuclear facilities," Abadi 
said. 

This marks the first known 
instance of Iran blocking 
an inspector amid the ten¬ 
sions. 

The IAEA offered a rare 
statement to journalists dis¬ 
puting Abadi's account. 
"The agency does not go 
into details in public about 
such matters, but based on 
the information available 
to us, the agency does not 
agree with Iran's charac¬ 
terization of the situation in¬ 
volving the inspector, who 
was carrying out official 
safeguards duties in Iran," 
the IAEA said. 

The IAEA added that it will 
"consult with Iran with a 
view to clarifying the situa¬ 
tion." It did not elaborate. 
Nitrates are a common 
fertilizer. However, when 
mixed with proper amounts 
of fuel, the material can 
become an explosive as 
powerful as TNT. Swab tests, 
common at airports and 
other secure facilities, can 
detect its presence on the 
skin or objects. 

Jackie Wolcott, the U.S. 


representative to the IAEA, 
earlier called the inspec¬ 
tor's rejection an "outra¬ 
geous provocation." 

"All board members need 
to make clear now and 
going forward that such 
actions are completely 
unacceptable, will not be 
tolerated and must have 
consequences," Wolcott 
said in remarks released to 
journalists. 

The IAEA meeting also in¬ 
cluded discussions about 
an undeclared site on the 
outskirts of Tehran that Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu described 
to the U.N. in 2018 as a "se¬ 
cret atomic warehouse." 
Senior Israeli intelligence of¬ 
ficials, who spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity to The As¬ 
sociated Press to discuss in¬ 
telligence gathered there, 
alleged the site contained 
undeclared nuclear ma¬ 
terials. They claimed there 
were "several other" similar 
clandestine nuclear facili¬ 
ties under the purview of 
Iran's Defense Ministry, not 
the country's civilian atom¬ 
ic energy agency. 

Iran insists its program is for 
peaceful purposes. How¬ 
ever, the IAEA has said Iran 
"carried out activities rele¬ 
vant to the development of 
a nuclear explosive device" 
in a "structured program" 
through the end of 2003. 
The Israeli officials said they 
believe equipment at the 
warehouse came from that 
program. 

"The main concern is that 
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this is the tip of the iceberg," 
one Israeli official said. 
Wolcott also suggested 
that IAEA inspectors recov¬ 
ered possible nuclear ma¬ 
terial there. 

"Iran has refused to provide 
— and apparently cannot 
provide — a credible, verifi¬ 
able answer to the funda¬ 
mental question of where 
the particles detected by 
the IAEA came from, and 
where the material and 
equipment they came 
from is today," she said. 

Iran has denied the claims 
by Israel, which has its own 
undeclared nuclear weap¬ 
ons program. The IAEA 
released no information 
about those discussions 
Thursday. 

Meanwhile, Iran began to 
inject gas into centrifuges 
after midnight at Fordo, a 
facility built under a moun¬ 
tain north of the Shiite holy 
city of Qom, the Atomic 
Energy Organization of Iran 
said. Fordo's 1,044 centri¬ 
fuges previously spun with¬ 
out uranium gas for enrich¬ 
ment under the deal, which 
saw Iran limit its uranium 
enrichment in exchange 
for the lifting of economic 
sanctions. 

The 2015 nuclear deal with 
world powers had called 
for Fordo to become "a 
nuclear, physics and tech¬ 
nology center." Now, it's 
become an active nuclear 
site again and represents 
the most-serious step away 
from the deal it has taken 
amid the tensions. 



A U.N. official from the IAEA 
witnessed the injection, Iran 
said. The centrifuges ulti¬ 
mately will begin enriching 
uranium up to 4.5%, which is 
just beyond the limits of the 
nuclear deal, but nowhere 
near weapons-grade levels 
of 90%. 

Since the U.S. withdrew 
from the deal, the other 
countries involved — Ger¬ 
many, France, Britain, Rus¬ 
sia and China — have 
been struggling to save it. 
German Chancellor An¬ 
gela Merkel told reporters 
in Berlin that Iran's latest 
moves were another "step 
in the wrong direction." 
"With every step they take, 
the situation becomes 
more difficult," she said. 
Experts have suggested 
that the limits imposed un¬ 
der the 2015 deal, when 
obeyed, meant that Iran 
would need a year to 
gather enough material to 
build a nuclear weapon if 
it chose to do so — a time 
known as a "breakout pe¬ 
riod." 

U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo criticized Iran's 
decision to inject gas into 
the Fordo centrifuges. In a 
statement, he made no ref¬ 
erence to Trump's decision 
to leave the deal in May 
2018, which sparked the 
crisis. 

"Iran's expansion of prolif¬ 
eration-sensitive activities 
raises concerns that Iran is 
positioning itself to have the 
option of a rapid nuclear 
breakout," Pompeo said. "It 
is now time for all nations to 
reject this regime's nuclear 
extortion and take serious 
steps to increase pressure." 
Pompeo did not elabo¬ 
rate on what those serious 
steps should be. The U.S. 
earlier this week imposed 
sanctions on members of 
the inner circle of Iran's Su¬ 
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei. □ 
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Cambodian opposition leader stopped from returning home 




Cambodia's most prominent opposition politician Sam Rainsy clenches his fist as he is attempting 
to return to Cambodia Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019 at Charles de Gaulle airport, north of Paris. 

Associated Press 


By THOMAS ADAMSON 
EILEEN NG 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Cambodia's 
most prominent opposition 
leader, Sam Rainsy, was 
stopped from boarding a 
flight in Paris on Thursday in 
his attempt to return home 
to challenge his country's 
longtime autocratic leader, 
but he assured his followers 
he will go ahead with his 
plan. 

He and fellow leaders of 
the banned Cambodia 
National Rescue Party had 
vowed to enter Cambodia 
from Thailand on Saturday 
to spark a popular move¬ 
ment to oust Prime Minister 
Hun Sen from power. 

When Sam Rainsy tried to 
take a Thai Airways flight to 
Bangkok from Paris, where 
he lives in exile, Thailand's 
flag carrier told him "they 


had received from very 
high up the instruction to 


not allow me to board," he 
said. 

Thai Prime Minister Prayuth 
Chan-ocha said Wednes¬ 
day that Sam Rainsy would 
not be allowed to enter 
Thailand because mem¬ 
bers of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations — 
like Thailand and Cambo¬ 
dia — have a policy of not 
interfering in the affairs of 


neighboring countries. 

Hun Sen had declared that 
Sam Rainsy and his col¬ 
leagues would be blocked 
from entering Cambodia 
and had informed neigh¬ 
boring countries that they 
were unwelcome. 

Malaysia also has hin¬ 
dered the free movement 
of Cambodian opposition 
politicians, stopping two 


China sentences 3 in fentanyl 
trafficking case after US tip 


party members from flying 
to Thailand and temporar¬ 
ily detaining Cambodia 
National Rescue Party Vice 
President Mu Sochua when 
she arrived late Wednes¬ 
day night. 

At Charles de Gaulle Air¬ 
port outside Paris, an angry 
Sam Rainsy told reporters 
that he wouldn't be cowed 
by being kept off his flight 
and said he plans to return 
via another neighboring 
country. 

"Never, never will I aban¬ 
don. We need to continue, 
the days of Hun Sen are 
numbered. Democracy will 
be reinstalled in the near 
future. It’s our conviction 
and our determination," 
he said. He later made an 
online broadcast on Face- 
book, where he has almost 
4.8 million followers, calling 
on his compatriots not to 
be disappointed and re¬ 
main strong. 

"We will be seeking all the 
possibilities, all the options, 
in order to make sure that 
we are finally able to arrive 
in Cambodia to push for 
the regime change plan 
that our Cambodians are 
hungry to see," he saidO 


Police stand guard outside the Xingtai Intermediate People's 
court in Xingtai, China Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ERIKA KINETZ 
Associated Press 
XINGTAI, China (AP) — A 

Chinese court sentenced 
three fentanyl traffickers 
Thursday in a case that 
was a culmination of a rare 
collaboration between 
Chinese and U.S. law en¬ 
forcement to crack down 
on global networks that 
manufacture and distribute 
lethal synthetic opioids. 

Liu Yong was sentenced to 
death with a two-year re¬ 
prieve, while Jiang Juhua 
and Wang Fengxi were 
sentenced to life in prison. 
Six other members of the 
operation got lesser sen¬ 
tences. 

Working off a 2017 tip from 
the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, Chi¬ 
nese police busted a drug 
ring based in the northern 
Chinese city of Xingtai that 
shipped synthetic drugs to 


the U.S. and other countries 
from a gritty clandestine 
laboratory. They arrested 
more than 20 criminal sus¬ 
pects and seized 11.9 ki¬ 
lograms (26.23 pounds) of 
fentanyl as well as 19.1 ki¬ 
lograms (42.11 pounds) of 
other drugs. 

Austin Moore, an attache 
to China for the U.S. Home¬ 
land Security Department, 
said the case was “an im¬ 
portant step” showing that 
Chinese and U.S. investiga¬ 
tors have the capacity to 
collaborate across interna¬ 
tional borders. 

U.S. officials say China’s 
vast chemicals industry is 
the main source of illicit 
fentanyl. Chinese officials 
deny that, blaming greedy 
pharmaceutical compa¬ 
nies, lax regulation, and 
out-of-control demand as 
the reasons America has 
an opioid abuse crisis.□ 
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Biggest tropical wetlands ravaged by fires in Brazil 



In this May 18, 2017 file photo, Joao Aquino Pereira, right, talks with fellow cowboy Rene Almeida 
at dawn in Corumba, in the Pantanal wetlands of Mato Grosso do Sul state, Brazil. 

Associated Press 


By ANNA JEAN KAISER 
Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Fires 
in Brazil's Pantanal wetlands 
have ripped through the 
biodiverse region, consum¬ 
ing an area the size of Lon¬ 
don in just the past 10 days, 
burning some animals alive 
and sending others fleeing. 
The inferno in the world's 
largest tropical wetlands is 
the latest environmental di¬ 
saster facing Brazil, coming 
after a mysterious oil spill 
that is afflicting beaches in 
the northeast and August 
fires that raged in the Ama¬ 
zon region. 

The Pantanal, which 
sprawls over parts of Brazil, 
Bolivia and Paraguay, is a 
popular ecotourism des¬ 
tination considered one 
of the best places to see 
wildlife in South America. 
During the wet season, riv¬ 
ers overflow their banks 
and make most of the re¬ 
gion accessible only by 
boat and plane. In the dry 
season, wildlife enthusiasts 
flock to see jaguars loung¬ 
ing on riverbanks, as well as 
macaws, giant river otters 
and caiman. 

But this year's dry season 
has extended much longer 
than usual. 

"Any spark in this area these 
days of high temperatures 
and very low humidity will 
start fires like those we've 


seen in recent days," Julio 
Cesar Sampaio, chief of 
WWF Brasil's Cerrado Pan¬ 
tanal program, said by 
phone. "Only rain will de¬ 
crease the risk of fire." 
Rescue efforts have so 
far found burned remains 
of caimans, iguanas and 
snakes. SOS Pantanal, a 
local group, reported that 
hyacinth macaws, a vul¬ 
nerable species, lost much 
of their primary food source 
as coconut and palm trees 
went up in flames, and the 
blue-and-yellow birds have 


been seen flying about 
aimlessly. 

Between January and 
November, the area had 
516% more fires than the 
same period last year, ac¬ 
cording to data from Brazil's 
National Institute of Space 
Research. 

While there have been 
more fires in the Amazon, 
they have been dispersed 
across an area roughly half 
the size of the United States. 
The blazes in the Pantanal, 
by contrast, are concen¬ 
trated in Corumba, a mu¬ 


nicipality in Mato Grosso do 
Sul state. Corumba has had 
about twice as many fires 
as the worst-affected mu¬ 
nicipalities in the Amazon. 
"There is no precedent for 
a fire of this scale," said An¬ 
gelo Rabelo, president of 
the Instituto Homem Pan- 
taneiro, an environmental 
group based in Corumba. 
Fires in the Pantanal this 
time of year are abnormal 
because heavy rains usu¬ 
ally start in October. Ra¬ 
belo said waters in the riv¬ 
ers and wetlands drained 



much faster this year. The 
Paraguay River, one of the 
region's main fluvial veins, is 
at a 20-year low. "Climate 
change is here," he said. 
With little precipitation, high 
temperatures, low humidity 
and strong winds, fires are 
spreading fast through the 
low vegetation, authorities 
say. 

The Mato Grosso do Sul 
state government said in a 
press release that the fires 
are "of a proportion never- 
before registered" and that 
the causes were both the 
dry conditions and "crimi¬ 
nal activity." 

Firefighters say the cause 
is likely local people set¬ 
ting fires to clear land of 
vegetation, a practice also 
blamed for many of the 
Amazon fires. Such burn¬ 
ing is particularly common 
among cattle ranchers, 
who use fire rather than 
costly equipment to pre¬ 
pare pastures. 

Fires in the Pantanal this 
year have been overshad¬ 
owed by the months-long 
period of blazes seen in 
the Amazon region. The 
governor of Mato Grosso 
do Sul declared a state of 
emergency on Sept. 11 af¬ 
ter over 10,000 square kilo¬ 
meters (nearly 3,900 square 
miles) burned in the previ¬ 
ous five weeks in the state's 
portion of the AmazonO 


Colombia defense minister quits amid firestorm over deaths 





In this Dec. 17, 2018 file photo, Colombia's President Ivan 
Duque places his hand over his chest as he reviews the troops 
with Defense Minister Guillermo Botero during a swearing- 
in ceremony for the new military and police commanders, in 
Bogota, Colombia. 


By CHRISTINE ARMARIO 
Associated Press 
BOGOTA, Colombia (AP) 

— Colombia’s defense 


Associated Press 

minister resigned Wednes¬ 
day after coming under 
fire for failing to disclose the 
deaths of several minors in 


a military operation against 
dissidents belonging to the 
nation’s once largest guer¬ 
rilla. Guillermo Botero sub¬ 
mitted a resignation letter 
to President Ivan Duque, 
touting his achievements 
in reducing crime while 
stating that the current 
“political circumstances" 
had compelled him to step 
down. 

The former minister has 
been facing mounting criti¬ 
cism over his handling of 
several incidents highlight¬ 
ing Colombia’s ongoing 
struggle to defeat illegal 
armed groups without re¬ 
peating past errors and 
rights abuses. 

On Tuesday, Sen. Roy Bar- 
reras accused Botero of 
neglecting to inform the 
public that at least seven 


minors had been killed in a 
military operation against 
dissidents with the for¬ 
mer Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia during 
a heated debate in con¬ 
gress. 

Botero described the ac¬ 
cusations as “speculative 
information” and the mili¬ 
tary denied it knew that mi¬ 
nors were present. 
Nonetheless, the chief 
prosecutor’s office con¬ 
firmed Wednesday that 
eight minors died in the 
late August operation in 
San Vicente del Caguan, a 
region once controlled by 
the rebels, who signed an 
historic peace accord end¬ 
ing Latin America’s longest- 
running conflict in 2016. 

“I'm convinced the minister 
withheld information not 


just from Colombians but 
from the president,” Barre- 
ras said Wednesday. “This 
is a wake-up call for the 
government, demanding 
they redirect the national 
agenda.” 

The outrage over the 
deaths follows a number 
of other incidents raising 
concerns about the mili¬ 
tary’s conduct and their 
response to a growing tide 
of violence against indig¬ 
enous communities and so¬ 
cial leaders. 

In one recent incident, a 
man living in the violence- 
plagued region of Cauca 
was killed in what the mili¬ 
tary has described as an 
operation against dissident 
guerrillas but which nearby 
residents contend was a 
homicide. □ 
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Fundacion Parke Nacional Aruba: 

Parke Marino Aruba enters transition phase 



For the community in gener¬ 
al, as well as for the specific 
stakeholders, it is important 
to know that no change in 
usage of the marine pro¬ 
tected areas has yet been 
imposed. However, nation¬ 
al laws remain enforced 
throughout the marine 
environment, i.e. concern¬ 
ing protected species and 
specific fishing methods. A 
change that will be visible 
from the onset is the in¬ 
creased presence of FPNA 
marine park rangers in the 
marine protected areas as 
well as along the adjoining 



coasts. Job vacancies will building up the marine park 
also be posted as to start teamO 


ORANJESTAD — Fundacion Parke Nacional Aruba (FPNA) 
recently presented the Preliminary Marine Park Man¬ 
agement Plan to the Minister of Spatial Development, 
Infrastructure and Environment (MinROIM) and the com¬ 
munity at large. As of April 2019, when the marine park 
was officially brought under the management of FPNA, 
the nature conservation and management foundation 
started developing a management plan for the four new 
marine protected areas for the initial first two years - a 
period of transition. 

During this two-year transition period, the priority will be 
on six focal areas: 

1. Stakeholder consultations: FPNA will meet with all ma¬ 
rine park stakeholders to establish together the princi¬ 
ple usages of these now protected areas and discuss 
conservation benefits and alternative usages to the 
benefit of both conservation and stakeholders. 

2. Operational expansion: FPNA will develop facilities 
and acquire equipment accordingly as well as take 
on dedicated personnel to be able to carry out the 
necessary marine management tasks. 

3. Awareness: FPNA will develop a communications 
plan during the two-year transition period and will 
commence with informing and educating the com¬ 
munity and visitors on the importance of marine pro¬ 
tected areas and their conservation. 

4. Research: baseline data on Aruba’s nature (status), 
including the marine environment, is generally lack¬ 
ing. This kind of information is necessary for manage¬ 
ment decision-making and designing effective con¬ 
servation programs and actions. FPNA will not only be 
initiating applied marine research, but will also con¬ 
sult with stakeholders and our senior community for 
supplementary qualitative data. 

5. Promotion: the four marine protected areas will be 
used to develop sustainable usage and effective 
protection methods, and will serve as an example of 
collaborative efforts in marine conservation. 

6 . Sustainable financing: effective operations and suc¬ 
cessful marine park management is dependent on 
sustainable financing. Hence, an important focus will 
be on the crucial development of the marine park 
funding base for the long term. 



As the centerpiece of Aruba's thriving downtown district, L.G. Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse experience, elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything" mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 



The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor. 
Located in Oranjestad, next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 
Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.6195, 
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Stickhouse: Italian passion ice cream handmade in Aruba 



(| Stickhouse 


PALM BEACH — Unique taste and a healthy dessert is what you get with ice cream of 
Stickhouse Aruba. This artisanal ice cream is handmade on a daily base with fresh 
fruits and 100 % natural ingredients. Owners Claudia Hernandez and Randolph Ar- 
ends fell in love with this product when travelling in Italy and decided to offer you the 

opportunity to experience the real Italian gelato.here in Aruba. This is your tasty, 

vegan, gluten-free and non-dairy treat, indulge in La Dolce Vitta! 


a stick in Aruba daily made 
with genuine ingredients. 
A great tradition has been 
reinvented! 


ice cream with vitamins 
kept in.” The success on 
a stick was soon discov¬ 
ered by other places on 
the island which resulted 
in the newest service: 
delivery of freezers. “The 
mini market Wine & Spirit 
at Playa Linda Beach 
Resort, beach bar Kadu- 
shi and the Starbucks at 
Hyatt resort and restau¬ 
rant Happy Bowl at Re¬ 
naissance Marketplace 
offer their selection of 
Stickhouse delight. We 
fill them up on a daily 
base. And of course be¬ 
sides these locations we 
have our real Italian ice 
cream cart with terrace 
in Paseo Herencia Mall.” 
Stickhouse is not only 
extremely yummy, Ran¬ 
dolph explains that this 
ice cream can be cus¬ 
tom made meaning he 
can make your gelato on 
a stick in the colors of the 
flag or company, any¬ 
thing. “A great idea for 
a National Day or com¬ 
pany event.” 


More Than 50 Flavors 

Coco, strawberry cheese¬ 
cake, vanilla, hazelnut, 
pistachio, chocolate, 
mango, strawberry, kiwi, 
watermelon and lemon 
belong to your world of 
choices here. But there is 
much more. Claudia add¬ 
ed some of her Latin spirit 
with tamarind, Dulce de 
Leche and soursop. “Re¬ 
member, this is a full tasty 


Picture this: wife Claudia preparing the natural bases of the gelato tastes in her arti¬ 
sanal atelier while husband Randolph works the machines that require some manly 
strength. “The bases are made with fresh fruits only and go into the malls to freeze. 
The rules to prepare the gelato are strict and we can only leave them in for a cer¬ 
tain time. To get them out I need a lot of strength, it is my daily work-out," Randolph 
jokes. Their little daughter has the difficult task to try every flavor and give her hon¬ 
est and experienced opinion. This is what they call a family business for real, this ice 
cream is made with love and passion which are the original ingredients of the Italian 
ice makers from the start. Gelato represents one of the most famous and successful 
Italian histories worldwide. The art of making gelato in Italy has been a family busi¬ 
ness for a long time, indicative of great passion and creativity handed down from 
father to son. Thanks to technology and Italian creativity, in 2009 was launched 
Stickhouse franchising, an innovative project that allows you to taste a gelato on 
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ickhouse 

Italian Handcrafted Gelato 


Curious about this little 
touch of Italy? Make sure 
you find your way to one 
of the below locations. 
The ice cart at Paseo is 
open from 5.30 to 10 PM 
daily. We know for sure 
you will be stoked, just 
like us. Buon appetiteQ 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 




THE SHOPS 

AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 




CASINO AND SHOPS 


Open daily 10am to 4am | J.E. Irausquin 8lvd #47 
563.5000 I CQsmoalhombra.com 


Ploy KMpaiKibty. ViUl wvK.flfimfcliiHnonyffl MLorg, if you or wnitone yot know hn d ^aiublmg pi oblem. 


We're giving away $50 Free Slot Play 
to lucky slot and table game players every 
30 minutes from 7pm to midnight! 


Offering a wide variety of Retail 
& Dining Outlets, Salon & Spa 
Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway I Juan Valdez Cafe 
Dunkin Donuts E BaskirvRobbins 
Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
TQF Twist of Plovers I Aruba Aloe 
WE'RCUBA I Bijoux Terrier Boutique 
R-Glass I Curated Lob 1 Hungry Piranha 
The Lazy Lizard I The Market 
Shalom Body & Soul Spa 
The Collectables 


Camille Gravallese honored as Goodwill Ambassador 



PALM BEACH — Recently, orates her 20th consecu- 
Marouska Heyliger hon- tive visit to the island was 
ored Camille Gravallese held at the Marriott Ocean 

from Massachusetts with Club Resort, 
the Goodwill Ambassador 

certificate in the name of Gravallese loves coming to 

the Aruba Tourism Author- the island for the perfect 
ity. weather, friendly people, 

great food and safety of 
The event which commem- the island.Q 
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Be active for diabetes 



EAGLE BEACH — This Sun¬ 
day Botica di Servicio hosts 
the Diabetes Run & Walk 
2019. Join the run or walk of 
5K or 10 K to spread aware¬ 
ness of diabetes. Be active 
and enjoy the great event 
along with locals. Novem¬ 
ber is Diabetes Awareness 
Month and World Diabetes 
Day (WDD) is celebrated 
globally on November 14 
to raise awareness about 
both Type 1 and Type 2 dia¬ 
betes. 

Diabetes is a term used to 
describe a group of diseas¬ 
es marked by high levels of 


sugar (or “glucose”) in the 
blood (also known as “hy¬ 
perglycemia”). Depending 
on the type of diabetes, 
high blood sugar might 
be caused by a problem 
with how the body makes 
insulin, how the body uses 
insulin, or both. Insulin is a 
hormone that is made in 
the pancreas and controls 
blood sugar level. Diabe¬ 
tes is a chronic condition, 
which means it does not go 
away. This disease affects 
many parts of the body 
and, if left untreated, can 
cause serious health prob¬ 
lems such as heart disease. 



stroke, blindness, kidney 
failures, and lower-limb am¬ 
putation. Diabetes can be 
treated and managed with 
diet, exercise, and medica¬ 
tion. 

Aruba suffers one of the 
highest percentages of di¬ 
abetes in the world; 16.24% 
of the Aruban population 
suffer from diabetes, versus 
8.33% globally. Through the 
combination of data from 
various health care stake¬ 
holders it was estimated 
that 57% of the diabetes 
patients are currently un¬ 
known or hidden from with¬ 
in the health care system. 
The issue with these patients 


is that they emerge in the 
hospital in the late stages 
of their condition and have 
already become in need of 
radical treatment. (Source: 
PwC Netherlands) Accord¬ 
ing to the American Dia¬ 
betes Association (ADA), 
approximately 21 million 
Americans have diabetes, 
and more people are be¬ 
ing diagnosed every year. 
The theme for diabetes 
awareness month and 
World Diabetes Day 2019 
is Family and Diabetes. IDF 
is raising awareness of the 
impact that diabetes has 
on the family and support 
network of those affected, 
and promoting the role of 


the family in the manage¬ 
ment, care, prevention 
and education of diabe¬ 
tes. Families are urged to 
learn more about the warn¬ 
ing signs of diabetes and 
find out their risk of type 2 
diabetes. November 14th is 
a significant date in the di¬ 
abetes calendar because 
it marks the birthday of the 
man who co-discovered 
insulin, Frederick Banting. 
Banting discovered insulin 
in 1922, alongside Charles 
Best. 

For more information about 
the event please have a 
look at the Facebook page 
Botica di Servicio. a 


Like Us on Facebook! 


ORANJESTAD - Did you 

know . Aruba Today 

has a Facebook page and 
website. We would love to 
welcome you to our online 
community! 

The cover picture of the 
Facebook page will show 
another picture of a lo¬ 
cal photographer every 
couple of months. We love 
culture and like to support 
our local talents, therefore 
Aruba Today chooses to 
be a platform for showcas¬ 
ing art. Photographer Ar¬ 
mando Goedgedrag took 
the new cover picture of 
Aruba Today’s Facebook 
page, following the former 
local talents that shot the 
cover picture: Michael- 
Anthony Fowler and Anuar 
Plabibe. Armando’s goal is 
to create awareness about 
Aruban nature, especially 
with the youth and there¬ 
fore he visits schools and 
he is member of Korteweg, 
an organization of young 
artists aiming to bring art 
under the attention of the 


public. A short recap: he is 
an artist, film maker, body 
boarder and surfer, nature 
lover and nature protec¬ 
tor. 

Aruba To Me Is 

We would also like to por¬ 
trait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite 
vacation picture while en¬ 
joying our Floppy Island. 
Complete the sentence: 

Aruba to me is.Send 

your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation memory. 

Isn’t that a special way to 
keep your best moments 
alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or 
any other materials, you 
give permission to The Aru¬ 
ba Today Newspaper, 
Caribbean Speed Print¬ 
ers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said ma¬ 
terials, as well as names, 
likeness, etc. for promo¬ 
tional purposes without 



compensation. Thank you for supporting strive to make you a hap- 

our free newspaper, we py reader every dayO 
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NFL 

riding 
wave of 
sports 
betdng 

By TIM DAHLBERG 
AP Sports Columnist 

Luckily, the black cat mak¬ 
ing its primetime debut 
at MetLife Stadium didn’t 
seem to be an omen. The 
cat not only found the end 
zone but found a way to 
escape Monday night, 
which is more than most 
members of the Giants 
can do before their season 
is mercifully over. That’s life 
midway through the NFL’s 
100th season, where a cat 
is more entertaining than 
both New York teams and 
the race for the bottom is a 
fight for future draft picks in¬ 
stead of the Lombardi tro¬ 
phy. Things are even worse 
in Cincinnati, where the 
Bengals can't sniff a win 
and can't draw any fans. If 
parity is the goal in the NFL, 
the Bengals are among 
the perennially underper¬ 
forming teams that have 
yet to get the memo. Win¬ 
ning, the legendary Vince 
Lombardi so famously said, 
isn’t everything. It’s the only 
thing. But that’s not always 
true these days in the NFL, 
where the money is huge 
for both owners and play¬ 
ers whether they're chas¬ 
ing a Super Bowl or the 
basement of their division. 
Increasingly, that's also 
true these days for fans. 
They can play daily fantasy 
or make bets in an increas¬ 
ing number of states that 
are more predicated on 
different spreads and sta¬ 
tistical outcomes than they 
are on the idea of their 
team winning. 
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Blues win 6th straight 
beating Oilers 5-2 * 


Edmonton Oilers’ Leon Draisaitl (29,-)<Jooks to 
the goalie after his assist on a goal against 
the St. Louis Blues during the first jieTiodT 
an NHL hockey game Wednesday^Tov. 6; 
2019, in Edmonton, Alberta. 

Associated Press 
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Tiger Woods of the United States smiles during a winner's 
ceremony after winning the Zozo Championship PGA Tour at the 
Accordia Golf Narashino country club in Inzai, east of Tokyo, 
Japan, Monday, Oct. 28, 2019. 

Associated Press 

The captain becomes 
a player as Tiger 
Woods picks himself 


Els adds 2 more Presidents Cup 
rookies with captain's picks 



Sungjae Im of South Korea tees off during the HSBC Champions 
golf tournament at the Sheshan International Golf Club in 
Shanghai Friday, Nov. 1, 2019. 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

U.S. captain Tiger Woods 
used one of his four wild¬ 
card selections on himself 
Thursday and will become 
the first playing captain in 
the Presidents Cup since 
Hale Irwin in the inaugural 
edition 25 years ago. 

The decision was hardly a 
surprise. 

Woods is the Masters cham¬ 
pion and two weeks ago 


tied the PGA Tour record 
with his 82nd career victory 
at the Zozo Championship 
in Japan. He is No. 6 in the 
world ranking. 

He also took Tony Finau, 
U.S. Open champion Gary 
Woodland and Patrick 
Reed. 

The Presidents Cup is Dec. 
12-15 at Royal Melbourne. 
Ernie Els filled out his Interna¬ 
tional team on Wednesday 
and has six newcomers.Q 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

Ernie Els filled out his In¬ 
ternational team already 
loaded with newcom- 


Associated Press 

ers by choosing two more 
Presidents Cup rookies with 
his captain's picks Wednes¬ 
day night. 

Els took a pair of 21-year- 
old rookies, Joaquin Nie¬ 
mann of Chile and Sungjae 
Im of South Korea, with two 
of his picks. That will give 
the International team six 
rookies as it tries to end a 
streak of seven straight loss¬ 
es to the Americans. 

He also took Jason Day of 
Australia and Adam Had- 
win of Canada. Day is 
playing the Presidents Cup 
for the fifth time, but first as 
a captain’s pick. Hadwin 
made his debut in 2017 at 
Liberty National, a loss so 
bad the Americans nearly 
clinched it before Sunday 
singles. 

Els said he was not afraid to 
play anyone, and he had 
no plans to hide anyone by 
sitting them out. 

"I'm picking guys to play, to 
get enough points to get 
over the line," Els said. "And 
that's what the players' mis¬ 
sion is — to get enough 
points to get the cup back." 
U.S. captain Tiger Woods 
makes his four picks Thurs¬ 
day. Woods, the Masters 
champion who captured 
his 82nd career PGA Tour 


victory two weeks ago in 
Japan, is expected to pick 
himself. He would be the 
first playing-captain since 
Hale Irwin at the inaugural 
Presidents Cup in 1994. 

The Presidents Cup is Dec. 
12-15 at Royal Melbourne 
in Australia, where the In¬ 
ternational team of players 
from every continent but 
Europe won for the only 
time in 1998. The United 
States won the last time it 
was Royal Melbourne in 
2011 . 

Els said he relied some on 
statistics, but he leaned just 
as heavily on a long run of 
good golf. Unlike the Ryder 
Cup, where the captain's 
picks are decided two 
weeks before the matches, 
the Presidents Cup is still six 
weeks away. 

Im was the PGA Tour rookie 
of the year last season, the 
only rookie to reach the 
Tour Championship. His 
only victory this year was at 
the Genesis Championship 
on the Korean Tour. 
Niemann, the first player 
from Chile to be in the 
Presidents Cup, earned his 
PGA Tour card the year he 
turned pro. He won at the 
Greenbrier last month for 
his first PGA Tour victory. 
"We're really going to lean 
on you," Els told Niemann 
during a conference call. 
Day was the obvious 
choice, even though he 
failed to win for the sec¬ 
ond time in the last three 
PGA Tour seasons and has 
dropped to No. 29 in the 
world ranking. Day is 1-7- 
2 in his last two Presidents 
Cup. 

Hadwin has a pair of run¬ 
ner-up finishes this year, 
most recently in the Safe¬ 
way Open. 

"I'm hungry for a second 
shot," said Hadwin, part 
of the International team 
what was soundly beaten 
at Liberty National in 2017. 
The rest of the International 
team features Hideki Mat¬ 
suyama, Adam Scott, Louis 
Oosthuizen and Marc Leish- 
man, along with Presidents 
Cup rookies Abraham An- 
cer of Mexico, Li Haotong 
of China, Cameron Smith 
of Australia and C.T. Pan of 
Taiwan. a 


Jeff Maggert leads Charles 
Schwab Cup Championship 


PHOENIX (AP) — Jeff 
Maggert used a hot new 
putter to take the first- 
round lead in the Charles 
Schwab Cup Champi¬ 
onship, and Bernhard 
Longer, Jerry Kelly, Retief 
Goosen and Colin Mont¬ 
gomerie made moves to 
catch Scott McCarron in 
the PGA Tour Champions' 
season standings. 
Maggert shot an 8-under 
63 on Thursday in per¬ 
fect conditions at Phoe¬ 
nix Country Club to take 
a one-stroke lead over 
Longer, with Miguel An¬ 
gel Jimenez, Paul Goydos 
and Steve Flesch another 
shot back, and Kelly and 
Goosen at 66 with Lee 
Janzen and Scott Parel. 
Maggert entered the 
season finale 34th in the 
standings, just three spots 
from failing to qualify. 

“I have no idea what hap¬ 


pened today,” Maggert 
said. “I liked the course 
last year, felt like I could 
play well here. To be hon¬ 
est, I got a new putter at 
the Ping factory on Mon¬ 
day and as soon as I saw 
it, I says, ‘Wow, this looks 
good, I think I can make 
some putts with this.' Lo 
and behold, I made a lot 
of good putts today.” 

Kelly needs a victory or 
help from McCarron to 
take the season title. 

“I’m feeling pretty good 
right now,” Kelly said. “It’s 
just a matter of staying 
solid. I got a little tired at 
the end, things got a little 
loose and I’ve got to get 
stronger as the week goes 
on." McCarron, the points 
leader the last 20 weeks, 
was tied for 22nd in the 
34-man field after a 69. 
“Means nothing right 
now,” McCarron said. “I 


don’t know if I’m leading 
or Jerry's leading, doesn’t 
even matter. All I know is 
I’ve got to go out there 
and play a little bit better 
the next three days." 
McCarron has not won 
since June and has only 
two top 10s in his last six 
tournaments. 

Coming off a playoff loss 
to Montgomerie on Sun¬ 
day in California, Longer 
closed his bogey-free 
round with a birdie on the 
par-5 18th. Longer is third 
in the standings, putting 
the 62-year-old German 
star in position to win his 
sixth Charles Schwab Cup 
title — with help from Mc¬ 
Carron and Kelly. 

“You can't win it the first 
day, but you can lose it,” 
Longer said. “So, I’m hap¬ 
py with where I am.” 
Montgomerie, fourth in 
the standings, had a 67.Q 
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And that might be the big¬ 
gest change in a season 
where the NFL has not only 
embraced its former nem¬ 
esis — sports betting — but 
joined in promoting the 
fact its games are more 
fun to watch when there’s 
a point spread involved. 
“Not everybody bets but 
everybody is interested in 
whether or not their team 
is a favorite or a dog and 
by how much,” former 
longtime NFL broadcaster 
Brent Musburger said. “It’s 
helped fuel the league 
and it’s only getting bigger 
and bigger now.” 

That can be seen in Las 
Vegas, where the betting 
handle keeps going up de¬ 
spite sports betting spread¬ 
ing to a dozen other states. 
It certainly can be seen in 
New Jersey, where fans 
sitting in the Meadow- 
lands for the Monday night 
game were free to use 
their phones to bet on ei¬ 
ther the Giants or Cowboys 
— though not on the black 
cat scoring again. 

And it will likely be seen in 
the television dollars that 
are the backbone of ev¬ 
erything the NFL does. Dal¬ 
las Cowboys owner Jerry 
Jones predicted on the 
eve of the season that le¬ 
gal sports betting will help 
the league increase its lu¬ 
crative television contracts 
by 50% when they are up 
for renegotiation in 2022. 
“Betting and wagering 
has been an integral part 
of the NFL for a long time 
through individuals, in vari¬ 
ous forms, making their 
wagers, my town against 
your town,” Jones told Ya¬ 
hoo Finance. “But it’s al¬ 
ways to the benefit of the 
viewership. The viewership 
is where our numbers will 
increase. People will stay 
longer. That value is how 
our sport will benefit from 
gaming.” 

The betting effect is al¬ 
ready showing with league 
TV ratings up 5% last year 
and up again this year — 
all at a time where TV rat¬ 
ings are on the decline 
elsewhere. There’s still an 
enormous demand for the 
NFL that years of various 
controversies have failed 


to dent. That’s not entirely 
attributable to sports bet¬ 
ting, but if you had a $10 
parlay riding on the Cow¬ 
boys and the over on the 
Monday night black cat 
game, you watched until 
the end of a badly played 
game to celebrate what 
would have been a mean¬ 
ingless fumble recovery for 
a touchdown with seconds 
left that caused the over to 
hit. 

Yes, the NFL still has issues, 
and plenty of them. The 
league always has, but the 
popularity of the game is so 
strong that the NFL not only 
continues to survive but 
thrive. 

Protests during the national 
anthem are, for the most 
part, gone, even while Co¬ 
lin Kaepernick continues 
to look for a job. Concus- 


A cat runs on the field during the second quarter of an NFL football game between the New York 
Giants and the Dallas Cowboys, Monday, Nov. 4, 2019, in East Rutherford, N.J. 

Associated Press 


sions remain a problem 
that will never really go 
away, though the pop-up 
medical tents now on the 
sidelines ensure that the im¬ 
mediate effects will remain 


hidden from prying cam¬ 
eras. That the game has 
become almost unwatch- 
able at times doesn't seem 
to matter. Instant replay 
has become as much of a 


problem as it is a solution, 
and flags are thrown so of¬ 
ten that players automati¬ 
cally turn to look for the 
penalty whenever there is 
a long play.Q 
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DeAngelo, Lundqvist lead Rangers to 5-1 win over Red Wings 
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New York Rangers defenseman Tony DeAngelo (77) scores a goal past Detroit Red Wings goaltender Jimmy Howard (35) during the 
second period of an NHL hockey game, Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2019, at Madison Square Garden in New York. 

Associated Press 


By VIN A. CHERWOO 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — After a 
bad loss in their last game, 
the New York Rangers 
bounced back with a big 
win. 

Tony DeAngelo had a goal 
and an assist in New York's 
three-goal second period, 
Henrik Lundqvist stopped 
35 shots during his first start 
in 10 days, and the Rangers 
beat the struggling Detroit 
Red Wings 5-1 Wednesday 
night. New York was com¬ 
ing off a 6-2 defeat against 
an Ottawa team that had 
been winless on the road 
this season. 

"We had to have a perfor¬ 
mance like this after what 
happened last game," 
Lundqvist said. "You need 
to learn from our ups and 
downs and I think we did." 
Artemi Panarin and Ryan 
Strome also had a goal and 
an assist apiece, and Chris 
Kreider and Greg McKegg 
scored to help New York 
win for the fourth time in six 
games. Lundqvist, after sit¬ 
ting out the previous three 
games, made 24 saves 
over the final 28:06."lt was 
really important (to get the 
win)," Panarin said through 
a translator. "We played 


more simple, with less mis¬ 
takes." 

Valtteri Filppula scored and 
Jimmy Howard finished 
with 26 saves, but the Red 
Wings' fourth straight loss 
dropped them to 1 - 11-1 in 
their last 13 games. 

"It's frustrating," Dylan Larkin 
said. "It's night after night. 
We try different things, dif¬ 
ferent lineups. It was special 
teams tonight. Seems like 
it's a different story every 
night. We can't really seem 
to generate a full 60 min¬ 
utes, full complete game." 
Trailing 3-1 in the second, 
the Red Wings picked up 
the pressure. They outshot 
the Rangers 15-3 over a 
16 '/ 2 -minute stretch, but 
couldn't beat Lundqvist. 
The Rangers' goalie cred¬ 
ited his team's defensive ef¬ 
fort in limiting Detroit's bona 
fide scoring chances. 

"I think that was the most 
structured game I've had in 
front of me so far this year," 
Lundqvist said. "We were 
in the right place, and the 
few chances they had I 
felt we were there to help 
out on rebounds and didn't 
give them too much room." 
McKegg pushed the lead 
to 4-1 at 8:44 on the Rang¬ 
ers' third shot of the period. 


With the Red Wings on a 
power play, he brought the 
puck up the left side and 
sent a shot that went off 
the shaft of Howard's stick 
and up in the air. With the 
goalie unaware where the 
puck was as it lay in front, 
McKegg skated up and 
put it in for New York's third 
short-handed score of the 
season. 

The Rangers also had two 
power-play goals and one 
at even strength, and held 
the Red Wings to 0 for 2 on 
their power play. 

"Penalty killing and power 
plays is going to be the dif¬ 
ference a lot of nights," Lun¬ 
dqvist said. "We know that 
and we continue to work 
on it in practice and talk 
before games. It's such a 
big part of winning and it's 
nice when we take care of 
business like that." 

Panarin added an emp- 
ty-netter with 2:37 left for 
his seventh goal and 14th 
point, both team highs. 
After a scoreless first pe¬ 
riod, the Rangers took con¬ 
trol with three goals in the 
first 8:49 of the second — 
including two on their first 
three shots. 

DeAngelo got New York 
on the board with a pow¬ 


er-play goal, knocking in 
the rebound of Brendan 
Lemieux's shot in front for his 
sixth at 4:25. 

Kreider made it 2-0 as he 
beat Howard up high on 
the glove side from the right 
side for his third at 6:04. 

The Rangers made it 3-0 
with their second power- 
play goal of the period as 
Adam Fox's shot deflected 
off Strome’s right shoulder 
and in at 8:49. Strome has 
five goals and six assists in 
his last eight games. 

Just 52 seconds later, Filp¬ 
pula put the puck past Lun¬ 
dqvist on an odd-man rush 
to pull the Red Wings to 3-1. 
Blues 5, Oilers 2 
EDMONTON, Alberta (AP) 
— The Stanley Cup cham¬ 
pion St. Louis Blues are roll¬ 
ing again. 

Alex Pietrangelo had a goal 
and two assists and St. Louis 
remained atop the West¬ 
ern Conference standings, 
beating the second-place 
Edmonton Oilers 5-2 on 
Wednesday night for their 
sixth straight victory. 

Jaden Schwartz, Robert 
Thomas, Tyler Bozak and 
Ivan Barbashev also scored 
to help St. Louis tie Wash¬ 
ington for the overall NHL 
lead with 25 points. 


"We just find a way to get it 
done," said Thomas, whose 
team had won its previous 
three outings in overtime. 
"We're winning a lot of 
2 - 1 , 3-2 games and close 
games at the end. I think 
that shows our character 
and being able fight un¬ 
til the end and get some 
wins." 

Jake Allen made 32 saves 
to improve to 3-1 on the 
season. 

"I've felt like I've been get¬ 
ting better every game to 
be honest than at the start 
of the year," Allen said. "I 
felt a lot more comfortable 
and it felt good to get a 
lot of action and obviously 
it was good to get the win 
and the guys battled hard." 
Connor McDavid and Zack 
Kassian scored for the Oil¬ 
ers. They have lost two in a 
row. "This was a lesson for 
us," Oilers defenseman Os¬ 
car Klefbom said. "This was 
a playoff game and obvi¬ 
ously we have a long way 
to go. We have to find a 
way to win these games 
because there are going to 
be many of them this year. 
We're going to play a lot of 
good teams and we have 
to be ready. They played 
last night, we gave them 
a little bit too much and it 
cost us." Leon Draisaitl ex¬ 
tended his points streak to 
seven games with a feed to 
McDavid, who tucked his 
eighth goal of the season 
through the legs of goalie 
Jake Allen, to open scor¬ 
ing on a power play 2:46 
into the game. St. Louis re¬ 
sponded with a power-play 
goal of its own six minutes 
into the first when Schwartz 
tipped Pietrangelo's point 
shot past Mike Smith. 
Pietrangelo's long-range 
shot got past Smith 7 min¬ 
utes into the second period 
on another power play. St. 
Louis added to its lead with 
5 minutes remaining in the 
middle period when Thom¬ 
as beat Smith to the glove 
side. Draisaitl picked up an¬ 
other assist with 9 minutes 
left when he sent a long 
feed to Kassian. 

Bozak's short-handed emp¬ 
ty-net goal went into the 
net on a lucky bounce be¬ 
fore Barbashev added an¬ 
other short-handed empty- 
netter.Q 









Harden has 36 
points and 13 assists. 
Rockets rout Warriors 


By The Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — James 
Harden had 36 points and 
13 assists and the Houston 
Rockets routed Golden 
State 129-112 on Wednes¬ 
day night, sending the 
short-handed Warriors 
to their sixth loss in eight 
games this season. 

Harden again appeared 
to be moving past his ear¬ 
ly shooting woes, going 6 
of 16 from 3-point range. 
Since going 17 of 79 on 3s 
in his first six games, Harden 
has made 13 of 32 the last 
two. 

Russell Westbrook had 18 
points, eight rebounds and 
six assists. P.J. Tucker had 
22 points and 11 rebounds, 
Clint Capela added 19 
points and 16 rebounds, 
and Austin Rivers was 4 for 
4 from 3 with 12 points. 

Alec Burks led Golden 
State with 28 points. Eric 
Paschall had 19 points, and 
Glenn Robinson III added 
15 points and 11 rebounds. 
Already reeling from injuries 
to Splash Brothers Stephen 
Curry (broken hand) and 
Klay Thompson (knee sur¬ 
gery) and the loss of Kevin 
Durant, the Warriors were 
without D'Angelo Russell 
(sprained ankle) and Dray- 
mond Green (index finger) 
for a third straight game. 
BUCKS 129, CLIPPERS 124 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Gi¬ 
annis Antetokounmpo had 
38 points and 16 rebounds, 
George Hill scored 24 off 
the bench and Milwaukee 
repelled every threat in 
beating Los Angeles for its 
fourth victory in a row. 

The Bucks hit 18 3-pointers, 
led by six from Hill. 
Antetokounmpo just missed 
a triple-double with nine 
assists. He's posted at least 
10 rebounds and five as¬ 
sists in each of the first eight 
games this season, the first 
player to do that since at 
least 1972-73. 

The Clippers were without 
Kawhi Leonard, who rested 
for the first half of a home 
back-to-back. He'll play 
against Portland on Thurs¬ 
day night. 

Montrezl Harrell had a ca¬ 
reer-high 34 points and 13 


rebounds in his first start of 
the season. Lou Williams 
added 34 points and 11 as¬ 
sists, and Patrick Beverley 
had 20 points and 10 re¬ 
bounds in the Clippers' first 
home loss. Led by Hill and 
Kyle Korver with 14 points, 
the Bucks' reserves out- 
scored the Clippers' bench 
47-20. 

JAZZ 106, 76ERS 104 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Don¬ 
ovan Mitchell had 24 points 
and eight assists and Utah 
handed Philadelphia its 
second straight loss after a 
5-0 start. 

Bojan Bogdanovic added 
20 points, Rudy Gobert had 
14 points, 16 rebounds and 
three steals, and Joe Ingles 
scored a season-high 16 
points. 

Joel Embiid had 27 points 
and 16 rebounds to lead 
the 76ers in his return from 
a two-game suspension. 
Josh Richardson added a 
season-high 24 points. Ben 
Simmons did not play in 
the second half because 
of right shoulder soreness 
after bumping into Royce 
O'Neale's chest while post¬ 
ing up on a first-quarter 
play. 

RAPTORS 124, KINGS 120 
TORONTO (AP) — Pascal 
Siakam had 23 points and 
13 rebounds, Kyle Lowry 
scored 24 points and To¬ 
ronto beat Sacramento. 
Serge Ibaka scored 10 of 
his 21 points in the fourth 
quarter, and OG Anunoby 
had a season-high 18 for 
defending champion To¬ 
ronto. The Raptors won 
their fifth straight over the 
Kings. 

Harrison Barnes had 26 
points for Sacramento. 
Bogdan Bogdanovic 
scored 13 of his 22 in the 
fourth quarter, and Buddy 
Hield added 21. 
MAVERICKS 107, MAGIC 
106 

DALLAS (AP) — Luka Don- 
cic scored 27 points and 
Dallas drew two charges 
on Aaron Gordon in the 
final minute, helping the 
Mavericks beat Orlando. 
Trying to protect a one- 
point lead, the Mavericks 
had two of their 17 turn- 
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Houston Rockets' James Harden (13) is fouled by Golden State Warriors' Alec Burks (8) as Glenn 
Robinson III (22) helps defend during the second half of an NBA basketball game Wednesday, 
Nov. 6, 2019, in Houston. The Rockets won 129-112. 


overs on consecutive pos¬ 
sessions before each of 
the fouls on Gordon, who 
was trying to drive on the 
first call and attempting 
to make a move at the 
3-point line on the second. 
Doncic also had seven re¬ 
bounds and seven assists. 
Gordon led Orlando with 
23 points, but had just two 
after halftime. 

PISTONS 122, KNICKS 102 
DETROIT (AP) — Tony Snell 
scored 24 points on 9-of-9 
shooting in Detroit's victory 
over New York. 


Andre Drummond had 27 
points, 12 rebounds and 
seven assists, and Markieff 
Morris added 22 points to 
help Detroit beat New York 
for the eighth straight time. 
The Pistons played without 
injured Blake Griffin, Derrick 
Rose and Reggie Jackson. 
Julius Randle led the Knicks 
with 20 points. They are an 
NBA-worst 1-7. 

GRIZZLIES 137, TIMBER- 
WOLVES 121 

MEMPHIS, Tenn. (AP) — Dil¬ 
lon Brooks scored 31 points, 
rookie Ja Morant added 


Associated Press 

26 and Memphis Grizzlies 
held onto a lead to beat 
Minnesota. Rookie Bran¬ 
don Clarke made all seven 
of his shots and scored 18 
points, and Jae Crowder 
also had 18 points for Mem¬ 
phis. The Grizzlies snapped 
a three-game losing streak. 
Andrew Wiggins led the 
Timberwolves with 30 
points. Karl-Anthony Towns 
returned from a two-game 
suspension for a confron¬ 
tation with Philadelphia's 
Joel Embiid to finish with 25 
points and 13 reboundsO 


NBA fines Clippers §50,000 
for statements about Leonard 



Los Angeles Clippers' Kawhi Leonard, center, and Paul 
George, right, watch from the bench during the second half 
of the team's NBA basketball game against the Milwaukee 
Bucks on Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2019, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

NBA has fined the Los 
Angeles Clippers $50,000 
for statements made by 
coach Doc Rivers and 
others that were "incon¬ 
sistent with (Kawhi) Leon¬ 
ard's health status." 


Leonard sat out the Clip¬ 
pers' 129-124 home loss to 
the Milwaukee Bucks on 
Wednesday night. 

The NBA announced the 
fine Thursday in a state¬ 
ment, saying: 

"Following additional re¬ 


view of the LA Clippers 
not playing Kawhi Leon¬ 
ard in last night's game 
against the Milwaukee 
Bucks, the NBA has con¬ 
firmed that the team's 
decision to sit Leonard 
for management of an 
injury was consistent with 
league rules. The team 
has reasonably deter¬ 
mined that Leonard is suf¬ 
fering from an ongoing 
injury to the patella ten¬ 
don in his left knee and 
has been placed by the 
team at this time on an in¬ 
jury protocol for back-to- 
back games. The NBA has 
fined the Clippers $50,000 
for statements, including 
by head coach Doc Riv¬ 
ers, that were inconsis¬ 
tent with Leonard's health 
status.'Q 
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Brees-led Saints offense at its healthiest since Week 2 



By BRETT MARTEL 
AP Sports Writer 
METAIRIE, La. (AP) — While 
Saints quarterback Drew 
Brees plans to again wear 
a plastic splint on his sur¬ 
gically repaired thumb 
against the Atlanta Falcons 
this Sunday, chances are 
he'll be on the field with an 
offense that is as healthy as 
it's been since the quarter¬ 
back was injured early in a 
Week 2 loss to the Rams in 
Los Angeles. 

Tight end Jared Cook, 
whose injured ankle kept 
him out of two games, in¬ 
cluding Brees' first game 
back from thumb surgery in 
Week 8, fully participated 
in practice on Wednes¬ 
day, as did No. 3 receiver 
Tre'Quan Smith, who has 
not had a catch since injur¬ 
ing his ankle in Week 2. 
Dynamic running back 
Alvin Kamara, who has 
missed two games with 
ankle and knee injuries. 


also practiced on a lim¬ 
ited basis, and teammates 
sounded optimistic that 
he looked close to being 
ready. 

"Hopefully we'll have every¬ 
body back this week and 
just continue to build on 
what we've done up to this 
point," Brees said. 

Although backup QB Ted¬ 
dy Bridgewater gained 
folk-hero status from going 
5-0 as a fill-in starter dur¬ 
ing what is now a six-game 
winning streak for the 7-1 
Saints, offensive produc¬ 
tivity spiked consider¬ 
ably when Brees returned 
against Arizona in Week 8, 
going 34 of 43 for 373 yards 
and three touchdowns 
without Kamara, Cook or 
Smith in the lineup. 

"It was great to be able 
to come back the week 
before the bye and get a 
game under my belt," Brees 
said. "I felt like I was shaking 
off a little bit of rust during 


MLB union unhappy 
with Braves GM’s 
‘connecting’ comment 


NEW YORK (AP) — Two 

days into the free agent 
market, the players' as¬ 
sociation already is an¬ 
gry at a club. 

Union head Tony Clark 
issued a statement 
Wednesday in response 
to remarks attributed to 
Atlanta Braves general 
manager Alex Antho- 
poulos during a confer¬ 
ence call with media. 
"Every day you get more 
information. And we've 
had time to connect 
with 27 of the clubs — 
obviously the Astros and 
(Nationals) being in the 
World Series, they were 
tied up — but we had a 
chance to get a sense 
of what the other clubs 
are going to look to do in 
free agency, who might 
be available in trades," 
Anthopoulos said, ac¬ 
cording to the union. 
Baseball's labor contract 
prohibits clubs from act¬ 
ing in concert in free 
agent negotiations. 

"The statements made 


by Braves GM Alex An¬ 
thopoulos call into ques¬ 
tion the integrity of the 
entire tree-agent sys¬ 
tem," Clark said. 'The 
clear description of club 
coordination is egre¬ 
gious, and we have 
launched an immediate 
investigation looking into 
the matter." 

Seeking to clarify his 
remarks, Anthopou¬ 
los issued a statement 
Wednesday night in re¬ 
sponse. 

"In advance of the gen¬ 
eral managers meetings, 
I called around to clubs 
to explore the possibility 
of potential offseason 
trades," he said. "At no 
time during any of these 
calls was there discussion 
of individual free agents 
or the Braves' intentions 
with respect to the free 
agent market. To the 
extent I indicated oth¬ 
erwise during my media 
availability on Monday, I 
misspoke and apologize 
for any confusion.'Q 



New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew Brees (9) passes in the first half of an NFL football game 
against the Arizona Cardinals in New Orleans, Sunday, Oct. 27, 2019. 

Associated Press 


the course of that game, 
honestly, but hopefully we 
can just continue to build 
and keep the confidence 
and the momentum go¬ 
ing." 

In his two full games, Brees 
has averaged 371.5 pass¬ 
ing yards and thrown for 
five touchdowns. 
Bridgewater averaged 
241.0 yards and threw for 
nine scores in his five starts. 
He, too, had to play with¬ 
out Kamara, Cook and 
Smith in his final start. 

Brees said he isn't sure how 
long he'll continue to wear 
a splint on his right thumb, 
on which he had surgery 
Sept. 18, but he has decid¬ 
ed to keep using it for now 
because he feels comfort¬ 
able with it. 

"It feels fine," he said. 

Cook, who had seven 
catches for 78 yards and 
two touchdowns over his 
last two games before his 
injury, said he "felt good" in 
practice and sounded en¬ 


couraged about his pros¬ 
pects for picking up where 
he left off. 

"I definitely feel like my pro¬ 
duction was getting bet¬ 
ter," Cook said. "I'm excit¬ 
ed. I only missed one game 
without Drew. Me and him 
get a chance to come in 
and kind of help this of¬ 
fense be even more pro¬ 
ductive than it has been." 
Saints coach Sean Payton 
said he "absolutely" remains 
high on Cook's potential in 
his offense. 

"Look, we've seen it all dur¬ 
ing training camp," Payton 
said. "We've just got to con¬ 
tinue to look at giving him 
opportunities." 

Kamara has not yet fielded 
interview requests this week 
but indicated he would on 
Thursday, as he often does 
when healthy. 

The Saints have gotten by 
without Kamara thanks to 
Latavius Murray, who had 
62 rushing or receiving 
touches combined for 307 


yards from scrimmage and 
four touchdowns during 
New Orleans previous two 
games. 

The Saints also have been 
heavily reliant throughout 
the season on top receiver 
Michael Thomas, who has 
made 73 of the team’s 203 
receptions for 874 of the 
team's 2,088 yards through 
the air. 

"Obviously, you understand 
opponents are going to 
find a way or try to find 
a way to (double-team) 
Mike, certainly in certain 
down and distances, and 
we've got to have other 
ways to get the ball down 
the field or to other receiv¬ 
ers," Payton said. 

"I think we'll handle that all 
right." 

NOTES: Tight end Josh Hill 
(calf) and cornerback Pat¬ 
rick Robinson (hamstring) 
both were limited in prac¬ 
tice. Not a single active 
player missed practice 
entirely.Q 







Japan's Naoya Inoue holds the Muhammad Ali Trophy after 
winning the World Boxing Super Series bantamweight final 
match in Saitama, Japan, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 

Naoya Inoue defeats 
Nonito Donaire in World 
Boxing Super Series final 
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The MLS Cup trophy is displayed Tuesday, Nov. 5, 2019, in Seattle. 


Associated Press 


SAITAMA, Japan (AP) — Naoya Inoue won a unanimous 
decision over Nonito Donaire on Thursday in the World 
Boxing Super Series bantamweight final. 

Inoue, the IBF world bantamweight champion from Ja¬ 
pan, sent Donaire to the canvas in the 11th round at 
Saitama Super Arena with a body blow to the abdomen. 
Donaire got back up to finish the round and the bout but 
couldn't turn things around. 

The three judges scored the bout 116-111, 117-109, 114- 
113 in favor of Inoue, who improved to 19-0 with 16 knock¬ 
outs. Donaire, who is from the Philippines, dropped to 40-6 
with 26 KOs. 

Donaire opened a cut above Inoue’s right eye with a left 
hook in the second round. He was in control until the fifth 
when Inoue landed a right hook to the jaw, stunning the 
WBA and WBC world bantamweight title holder and seiz¬ 
ing momentum. 

On the undercard, Nordine Oubaali of France (17-0, 12 
KOs) defeated Inoue's younger brother, Takuma Inoue 
(13-1, three KOs), by unanimous decision to retain his 
WBC bantamweight title.Q 


De Minaur, Tiafoe, 
Kecmanovic reach 
Next Gen semifinals 

MILAN (AP) — Top-seeded Alex de Minaur, second-seed¬ 
ed Frances Tiafoe and Miomir Kecmanovic all advanced 
to the semifinals of the Next Gen Finals with straight-set 
wins Thursday. 

De Minaur, who finished runner-up last year in the season¬ 
ending tournament for the top under-21 players, beat 
Casper Ruud 4-1,4-0, 4-2 in just 61 minutes to finish 3-0 in 
Group A. 

De Minaur's semifinal opponent will be Tiafoe, who de¬ 
feated Mikael Ymer 4-2, 4-2, 4-2. 

Kecmanovic beat Alejandro Davidovich Fokina 4-1, 4-1, 
4-3 (6) and will face Italian teenager Jannik Sinner for a 
spot in the final. 

Kecmanovic finished with a 2-1 record in Group A at the 
event, which features a unique format where each set is 
first to four games. 

Tiafoe was 2-1 in Group B, while Sinner advanced by win¬ 
ning his opening two matches in the group. 

U.S. women to open Olympic qualifying in Houston in Jan¬ 
uary. □ 


Union prepared to strike if deal 
can't be reached with MLS 


By ANNE M. PETERSON 
AP Sports Writer 

The head of the Major 
League Soccer Players As¬ 
sociation said players are 
prepared to strike if they 
can't negotiate an ac¬ 
ceptable collective bar¬ 
gaining agreement with 
the league. 

"We've been talking about 
and preparing for a work 
stoppage for two and a 
half years now at this point, 
and talking about the de¬ 
tails of what that would look 
like and how it would pro¬ 
ceed, and how we would 
all work together," MLSPA 
Executive Director Bob 
Foose said. "And the play¬ 
ers are very serious when 
they say they're ready to 
do what's best for the full 
player pool and the future 
of the players association 
and the league." 

Foose spoke on a confer¬ 
ence call with reporters 
Thursday as the league 
prepared for the MLS Cup 
championship game be¬ 
tween the Seattle Sounders 
and Toronto FC on Sunday. 
The current collective bar¬ 
gaining agreement expires 
on Jan. 31. 

Foose ran down some of 
the union's priorities as the 
offseason looms, includ¬ 
ing free agency, a simpler 
compensation and bud¬ 
get rule system, travel ac¬ 
commodations and overall 
compensation. He said the 
two sides have been en¬ 


gaged for a year and that 
the league has been trans¬ 
parent with its financials. 
One issue that is likely to be 
contentious is free agency. 
In 2015, the players agreed 
to terms that allowed lim¬ 
ited free agency for play¬ 
ers who are at least 28 
years old or have at least 
eight years in the league 
and aren't under contract. 
The agreement also lim¬ 
ited what these players 
could make. At the time, 
the league wanted tighter 
control over player move¬ 
ment, while the union ar¬ 
gued players should have 
more freedom. Foose said 
that's a priority again. 
Another sticking point is 
likely to be Targeted Al¬ 
location Money, or TAM, 
which was introduced in 
2015. The league maintains 
it allows teams to attract 
and retain players under 
strict guidelines. 

"The impact of TAM, a 
made-up set of restrictions 
done from a central office 
to try and dictate to all of 
our franchises how they 
build their rosters, in my es¬ 
timation didn't really add 
anything to this league," 
Foose said. "And it's certain¬ 
ly frustrated and angered 
both the players associa¬ 
tion and our players." 

On Wednesday, MLS Com¬ 
missioner Don Garber indi¬ 
cated that he was encour¬ 
aged by the state of the 
negotiations. 


"We and our players are fo¬ 
cused on doing everything 
possible to reach an agree¬ 
ment that'll make sense 
for ownership and makes 
sense for the players," Gar¬ 
ber told The Associated 
Press. 

"You know, those conver¬ 
sations are ongoing and 
they've been productive. 
As the league continues to 
grow, more opportunity ex¬ 
ists for everyone and more 
issues exist that we have to 
manage as the league de¬ 
velops." 

"You know how passionate 
I've been about charter 
travel in the past, and I will 
continue to stress that for 
me, that plays an impor¬ 
tant part. However, I would 
say that we're prioritizing 
all the issues," said Alejan¬ 
dro Bedoya, who plays for 
the Philadelphia Union and 
said he felt that easier trav¬ 
el could have prevented a 
late-season injury. 

Bedoya said the players 
have resolve heading into 
the thick of negotiations. 

"I don't want to sound too 
pessimistic, but I think it's 
kind of been a little frustrat¬ 
ing for the players. For us, at 
least, I think it's been slow in 
terms of the responses from 
the league. We've made 
proposals recently, and we 
haven't really got substan¬ 
tive responses from them — 
although we hope it does 
come up in the next few 
days or so," Bedoya said.Q 











FRIDAY 8 NOVEMBER 


^TECHNOLOGY 




In this file photo dated Tuesday, Sept. 26, 2017, U.S. chief 
technology officer at the White House Michael Kratsios attends 
a press conference during a G7 Industry ministers meeting, in 
Turin, Italy. 

Associated Press 

Trump adviser 
warns China exporting 
tech authoritarianism 



In this Friday, Oct. 25, 2019 file photo, a team from Korea, on the right, competes with UAE Falcons 
during the First Global Challenge, a robotics and artificial intelligence competition in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates. 


LONDON (AP) — U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump's tech¬ 
nology adviser warned 
Thursday about China ex¬ 
porting authoritarianism 
globally in parallel with its 
rise as a tech power. 
Michael Kratsios, the U.S. 
chief technology officer, 
told a major technology 
conference, "if we don't 
act now, Chinese influence 
and control of technology 
will not only undermine the 
freedoms of their own citi¬ 
zens, but all citizens of the 
world." 

Kratsios's speech at Portu¬ 
gal's Web Summit was the 
latest salvo in the U.S.-Chi- 
na battle for global tech 
dominance. 

He claimed that while the 
U.S. and its allies have been 
cooperating to develop 
technology for good, Chi¬ 
na's government "contin¬ 
ues extending its authori¬ 


tarianism abroad," and 
specifically cited tech gi¬ 
ant Huawei. 

The U.S. has been lobby¬ 
ing allies to shun Huawei, 
which it says can be forced 
under a national security 
law to facilitate Chinese 
cyberespionage, though 
the company has repeat¬ 
edly denied the allega¬ 
tions. Kratsios said that de¬ 
spite the risks, Western busi¬ 
nesses are still considering 
"opening their arms to Chi¬ 
nese companies" to build 
next generation mobile 
networks and develop key 
technologies like artificial 
intelligence. 

Huawei rejected what 
it called Kratsios' "false 
claims." 

"Cybersecurity and privacy 
protection are and will re¬ 
main Huawei's top priori¬ 
ties," the company said in a 
statement. □ 


Amazon to open new robotics 
hub outside Boston in 2021 


WESTBOROUGH, Mass. 
(AP) — Amazon says it 
plans to open a $40 mil¬ 
lion robotics innovation 
hub west of Boston. 

The technology giant said 
Wednesday the complex 
will open in 2021 in West- 
borough, Massachusetts. 
Amazon says the expan¬ 
sion will create about 
200 tech and advanced 
manufacturing jobs. Tye 
Brady is Amazon Robot¬ 
ics' chief technologist. 
He says the new hub will 


be a place where robots 
are designed, built, pro¬ 
grammed and shipped. 
Amazon's robotics divi¬ 
sion has been focused 
on making warehouse ro¬ 
bots that stack and move 
goods at its distribution 
centers. 

Massachusetts has been 
the center for Amazon's 
robotics research since 
the company acquired 
North Reading-based 
Kiva Systems for $775 mil¬ 
lion in 2012.Q 


Associated Press 


By ARON HELLER 
Associated Press 

JERUSALEM (AP) — Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu greeted the coun¬ 
try’s triumphant teen delegation to the un¬ 
official “Robotics Olympics” on Wednes¬ 
day after its groundbreaking visit to Dubai, 
giving public expression to the growing, 
and increasingly open, relations between 
Israel and the United Arab Emirates. 

The countries have long had back-chan¬ 
nel security and cyber ties, mostly based 
on their shared enmity for regional foe 
Iran. Israeli businessmen and tourists have 
made clandestine visits to the oil-rich fed¬ 
eration of sheikhdoms, using foreign pass¬ 
ports and downplaying their identities. 

But the UAE's issuing formal travel visas to 
the Israeli robotics team and extending an 
overtly warm welcome added a new lay¬ 
er of formality. The team's high-profile per¬ 
formance at the FIRST Global Challenge 
— finishing second after being edged 
out in a nail-biting, back-and-forth final — 
and their unabashed display of the Israeli 
flag and Hebrew language also gave the 
event an increased sense of normalization. 
The teens arrived to their meeting with Ne¬ 
tanyahu with the robot they assembled 
and posed for photos with the prime min¬ 
ister while wearing their silver medals. Ne¬ 
tanyahu said their participation was “in¬ 
dicative of what is above water" in Israel's 
relations with the Gulf states. 

“You went there with robotics and tech¬ 
nology, but the reason why the State of 
Israel has forged ties with many countries 
in the first place is because we have tech¬ 
nologies and capabilities against a com¬ 
mon enemy in both the security and ci¬ 
vilian spheres,” he said, in a thinly veiled 
reference to Iran. 

Like most of the Arab world, the UAE does 
not acknowledge Israel diplomatically, 
and says the lack of a Palestinian state 
is an obstacle toward full normalization. 
However, it has also been leading efforts 
to drop the Arab world’s historic animos¬ 
ity toward Israel as part of burnishing a 


more progressive image with the West. 
The Emirati government this year is mark¬ 
ing what it calls “The Year of Tolerance,” 
which has included rabbis attending its in¬ 
terfaith events. Rulers have also given tacit 
approval to the growth of the local Jewish 
community in Dubai — the first new one in 
the Arab world in decades — and have 
pledged to build a massive multi-faith 
complex that includes a synagogue. 
Emirati authorities have allowed Israeli of¬ 
ficials to visit and the Israeli national an¬ 
them was played after an athlete won 
gold in an Abu Dhabi judo tournament. 
Next year, Israel is expected to have a 
prominent pavilion in Expo 2020, the world 
fair being hosted by Dubai. On Tuesday, 
the Israeli Yediot Ahronot daily splashed a 
front-page headline that the UAE would 
allow the arrival of tourists on Israeli pass¬ 
ports for the Expo. 

Last week’s robotics competition served 
as a sort of dry run. 

The team of five Israeli teenagers and 
their coaches were participating in a ro¬ 
botics tournament that included 1,500 
students from 190 other countries. The 
events revolved around using robotics to 
solve global ocean pollution. In attend¬ 
ing the event, U.S. Energy Secretary Rick 
Perry specifically mentioned the presence 
of the Israeli team as a hopeful message, 
as did Emirati officials themselves — who 
have sought to promote Dubai in particu¬ 
lar as a hub of innovation that draws in the 
world’s brightest minds. 

“It's not just combating ocean pollution in 
the UAE,” Omar al-Olama, the Emirati Min¬ 
ister of Artificial Intelligence, told The As¬ 
sociated Press in Dubai. “It’s ocean pollu¬ 
tion everywhere and bringing the best kids 
from every single facet of life from every 
single country in the world." 

The Israeli team, hailing from Megiddo in 
northern Israel, surged through the com¬ 
petition by assembling a roving robot that 
effectively scooped balls up that repre¬ 
sented human-created pollutants in the 
ocean. □ 
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Trade hopes push US stock indexes toward more record highs 



John Panin, center, works with fellow traders on the floor of the 
New York Stock Exchange, Thursday, Nov. 7, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By DAMIAN J. TROISE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Stocks 
rose broadly in afternoon 
trading on Wall Street Thurs¬ 
day, pushing major indexes 
toward another set of re¬ 
cords, after China said it 
agreed with the U.S. on a 
gradual pullback on tariffs 
if talks progress. 

The S&P 500 is heading for 
its second record-setting 
day this week. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
and the Nasdaq are on 
pace for their third day of 
record highs. 

Technology companies 
led the market. Qualcomm 
rose sharply after reporting 
solid earnings. The sector 
is prone to swings in trade 
relations as many of those 
companies rely on China 
for sales and supply chains. 
Banks also rose after bond 
yields jumped. Higher yields 
allow banks to charge 
more lucrative interest 
rates on mortgages and 
other loans. Citigroup rose 
1.7% and JPMorgan Chase 
rose 1.3%. 

The yield on the 10-year 


Treasury rose to 1.94% from 
1.81% late Wednesday. 
The big move signals con¬ 
fidence from investors as 
they shift away from safe- 
play holdings and take on 
more risk. 

Real estate companies and 
utilities, also considered saf¬ 
er investments, lagged the 
market. 

KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 

500 index rose 0.6% as of 
12:05 p.m. Eastern time. 
The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average rose 255 points, or 
0.9%, to 27,751. The Nasdaq 


rose 0.8%. The Russell 2000 
index of small company 
stocks rose 0.7%. 

Markets in Europe and Asia 
also rose. 

TRADING ON TRADE: The 

encouraging development 
in U.S.-China negotiations is 
giving the market direction 
after a day of listless trad¬ 
ing as investors absorbed 
the latest round of corpo¬ 
rate earnings. Both nations 
have agreed to a truce, 
but the terms are still vague 
and they have yet to sign 
a deal. 


The U.S.-China trade war 
has been a top concern for 
investors since early 2018. 
Wall Street has been wor¬ 
ried that tariffs will crimp 
corporate and economic 
growth. 

BROKEN RECORDS: The S&P 

500 has been on a steady 
rally for the past month, 
following the announce¬ 
ment of an initial U.S.-China 
trade deal in early Octo¬ 
ber. Last week it notched 
three record-setting days 
as investors grew more en¬ 
couraged about prospects 
for economic growth be¬ 
cause of solid economic 
and earnings reports. 

The rally also lifted the Dow 
and Nasdaq over the last 
two weeks to multiple re¬ 
cords. 

EARNINGS SCORECARD: 

It's a busy day for corpo¬ 
rate earnings as the latest 
round of results nears the 
finish line. More than 85% of 
companies within the S&P 
500 have reported so far. 
Chipmaker Qualcomm, 
which reported results late 
Wednesday, rose 7.9% af¬ 
ter beating analyst's profit 


forecasts. Several other 
winners included drug dis¬ 
tributor Cardinal Health, 
which rose 5.1% after re¬ 
porting surprisingly good re¬ 
sults. Ralph Lauren surged 
13.2% following its solid re¬ 
sults. Several companies 
that focus on travel were 
punished by investors af¬ 
ter reporting weak results. 
TripAdvisor plunged 19.9% 
and Expedia plummeted 
25.3%. 

HIGH TIDE: SeaWorld Enter¬ 
tainment surged 14.3% af¬ 
ter the theme park opera¬ 
tor named an executive 
from the timeshare and 
resort industries as its new 
CEO. Sergio Rivera will lead 
the company months after 
the previous CEO abruptly 
resigned. 

FIRE COSTS: Pacific Gas & 
Electric slid 8.6% after re¬ 
porting substantial losses for 
the third quarter, driven by 
catastrophic wildfires that 
have been blamed on the 
utility's outdated transmis¬ 
sion lines. The company an¬ 
ticipates those costs could 
escalate to as much as 
$6.3 billionO 


Eurozone forecast for long period of weak economic growth 


By PAN PYLAS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The Eu¬ 
ropean Union's executive 
branch has cut its growth 
forecasts for the 19-country 
eurozone for this year and 
next and warned that con¬ 
ditions could worsen in the 
face of an array of uncer¬ 
tainties. 

The European Commis¬ 
sion said Thursday that the 
single currency bloc is ex¬ 
pected to grow 1.1% this 
year, down 0.1 percent¬ 
age point from the previ¬ 
ous forecast. 

Next year, growth is ex¬ 
pected to be 0.2 percent¬ 
age point lower than pre¬ 
viously estimated 1.2%. 
Growth in 2021 is also fore¬ 
cast at 1.2%. 

The commission said the 
manufacturing sector was 
baring the brunt of the 
slowdown and that as a re¬ 
sult, the European econo¬ 
my "looks to be heading to¬ 
wards a protracted period 
of more subdued growth 
and muted inflation." 



Business people stand in front of an office building they just left 
in Frankfurt, Germany, Monday, Nov. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 


The slowdown in growth 
has already prompted the 
European Central Bank to 
reactivate its bond-buying 
stimulus program and to 
cut interest rates again, 
the hope being that looser 
monetary policy will help 
shore up growth and get 
inflation back to its goal of 
just below 2%. 

The commission doubts 
that inflation will get back 
to that level, rising only 
modestly to 1.3% next year 
from 1.2% in 2019. 

"So far, the European 


economy has shown resil¬ 
ience amid a less support¬ 
ive external environment: 


economic growth has con¬ 
tinued, job creation has 
been robust, and domestic 
demand strong," said Val- 
dis Dombrovskis, a leading 
commissioner in the execu¬ 
tive branch. 

"However, we could be 
facing troubled waters 
ahead: a period of high un¬ 
certainty related to trade 
conflicts, rising geopolitical 
tensions, persistent weak¬ 
ness in the manufacturing 
sector and Brexit." 

The next couple of months 
could prove crucial for the 
global economy. 

Any easing in trade ten¬ 
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sions between the United 
States and China could 
boost confidence. 

Also, clarity over Britain's 
departure from the Euro¬ 
pean Union could alter the 
outlook. Much hinges on 
the U.K. general election 
on Dec. 12.Q 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Pacific bird refuge struggles as ocean 
garbage patch grows 



In this Oct. 22, 2019, photo, plastic sits in the decomposed car¬ 
cass of a seabird on Midway Atoll in the Northwestern Hawaiian 
Islands. 


By CALEB JONES 
Associated Press 
MIDWAY ATOLL, Northwest¬ 
ern Hawaiian Islands (AP) 

— Flying into the uninhabit¬ 
ed Northwestern Hawaiian 
Islands, Midway Atoll ap¬ 
pears out of the vast blue 
Pacific as a tiny oasis of 
coral-fringed land with pris¬ 
tine white sand beaches 
that are teeming with life. 
But on the ground, there's 
a different scene: plastic, 
pollution and death. 

With virtually no preda¬ 
tors, Midway is a haven for 
many species of seabirds 
and is home to the largest 
colony of albatross in the 
world. But Midway is also 
at the center of the Great 
Pacific Garbage Patch, a 
vast area of floating plas¬ 
tic collected by circulat¬ 
ing oceanic currents. The 
Hawaiian Islands act like 
a comb that gathers de¬ 
bris as it floats across the 
Pacific. A recent analy¬ 
sis found that the patch is 
accumulating debris at a 
faster rate than scientists 
previously thought. 

Midway is littered with bird 
skeletons that have brightly 
colored plastic protruding 
from their decomposing 
bellies. Bottle caps, tooth¬ 
brushes and cigarette 
lighters sit in the centers of 
their feathery carcasses. 
"There isn't a bird that 
doesn't have some (plas¬ 
tic)," said Athline Clark, the 
National Oceanic and At¬ 
mospheric Administration's 
superintendent for Papa- 
hanaumokuakea Marine 
National Monument, which 
Midway is part of. They "fill 
their bellies up with plastics 
instead of food and even¬ 
tually either choke or just 
don't have enough room 
for actual nourishment and 
perish." 

Sharp plastic pieces can 
also perforate their intes¬ 
tines and esophagus. 

Papahanaumokuakea, 
which quadrupled in size 
under President Barack 
Obama in 2016, is the 
world's largest marine con¬ 
servation area and was in¬ 
scribed in 2010 as a UNES¬ 
CO mixed World Heritage 
site. 

"Papahanaumokuakea is 


both a biologically rich and 
culturally sacred place," 
Clark said. "The Hawaiians 
call it a place of abun¬ 
dance, or aina momona." 
But circulating currents 
now bring an abundance 
of plastic and other trash 
from all around the Pacific 
Rim to Hawaii's beaches. 
The debris ranges from tiny 
microplastics that nearly 
every animal in this marine 
ecosystem ingests to huge 
fishing nets that gather 
plants, animals and other 
debris while bulldozing 
across fragile coral reefs. 
'The estimates are that 
there's about 57,000 
pounds of marine debris 
that washes ashore within 
this part of the archipelago 
annually," Clark said. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
biologist Kelly Goodale 
lives and works on Midway, 
the site of a decisive World 


Associated Press 

War II battle , and said the 
plastic that washes ashore 
there each year is just part 
of the problem. 

"Not only are our beaches 
getting it, but also our alba¬ 
tross will bring it and feed it 
to their chicks," Goodale 
said. Albatross spend much 
of their lives at sea feed¬ 
ing and flying thousands 
of miles across the oceans 
before returning to Midway 
each year to lay eggs and 
raise their young. 

"So we estimate about 5 
tons (4.5 metric tons) of 
plastic being brought to 
Midway every year just by 
adult albatross feeding it to 
their chicks," Goodale said. 
The albatross tend to seek 
out squid eggs that at¬ 
tach themselves to float¬ 
ing pieces of plastic, which 
is why so many birds are 
eating the material, Clark 
said.Q 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Sta. Anna Tel. 586 8181 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 
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Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
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Centre for Diabetes 
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Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Standing tall: Scientists find oldest example of upright ape 


By FRANK JORDANS 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — The remains 
of an ancient ape found in 
a Bavarian clay pit suggest 
that humans' ancestors be¬ 
gan standing upright mil¬ 
lions of years earlier than 
previously thought, scien¬ 
tists said Wednesday. 

An international team of re¬ 
searchers says the fossilized 
partial skeleton of a male 
ape that lived almost 12 
million years ago in the hu¬ 
mid forests of what is now 
southern Germany bears 
a striking resemblance to 
modern human bones. In 
a paper published by the 
journal Nature, they con¬ 
cluded that the previously 
unknown species — named 
Danuvius guggenmosi — 
could walk on two legs but 
also climb like an ape. 

The findings "raise funda¬ 
mental questions about 
our previous understand¬ 
ing of the evolution of the 
great apes and humans," 
said Madelaine Boehme of 
the University of Tuebingen, 
Germany, who led the re¬ 
search. 

The question of when apes 
evolved bipedal motion 
has fascinated scientists 


# 



A man holds bones of the previously unknown primate species Danuvius guggenmosi in his hand 
in Tuebingen, Oct.17, 2019. Palaeontologists have discovered fossils in southern Germany that 
shed new light on the development of the upright corridor. 


since Charles Darwin first 
argued that they were the 
ancestors of humans. Pre¬ 
vious fossil records of apes 
with an upright gait — 
found in Crete and Kenya 
— dated only as far back 
as 6 million years ago. 
Boehme, along with re¬ 
searchers from Bulgaria, 
Germany, Canada and 
the United States, exam¬ 


ined more than 15,000 
bones recovered from a 
trove of archaeological re¬ 
mains known as the Ham- 
merschmiede, or Hammer 
Smithy, about 70 kilometers 
(44 miles) west of the Ger¬ 
many city of Munich. 
Among the remains they 
were able to piece togeth¬ 
er were primate fossils be¬ 
longing to four individuals 


Associated Press 

that lived 11.62 million years 
ago. The most complete, 
an adult male, likely stood 
about 1 meter (3 feet, 4 
inches) tall, weighed 31 ki¬ 
lograms (68 pounds) and 
looked similar to modern- 
day bonobos, a species of 
chimpanzee. 

"It was astonishing for us to 
realize how similar certain 
bones are to humans, as 


opposed to great apes," 
Boehme said. 

Thanks to several well-pre¬ 
served bones, the scientists 
were able to reconstruct 
how Danuvius moved, con¬ 
cluding that, while it would 
have been able to hang 
from branches by his arms, 
it could also straighten his 
legs to walk upright. 

"This changes our view of 
early human evolution, 
which is that it all hap¬ 
pened in Africa," Boehme 
told The Associated Press in 
an interview. 

Unlike humans, though, 
Danuvius had a powerful, 
opposable big toe that 
would have allowed it to 
grab branches with its foot 
and safely walk through 
the treetops. 

Fred Spoor, a paleontolo¬ 
gist at the Natural History 
Museum in London, said 
the fossil finds were excit¬ 
ing but would likely be the 
subject of much debate, 
not least because it could 
challenge many existing 
ideas about evolution. 

"This is fantastic material," 
said Spoor, who wasn't in¬ 
volved in the study. "There 
undoubtedly will be a lot 
for people to analyze.'Q 


Wine cellar in space: 12 bottles arrive for year of aging 



In this Saturday, Nov. 2, 2019 photo provided by Space Cargo 
Unlimited, researchers with Space Cargo Unlimited prepare 
bottles of French red wine to be flown aboard a Northrop 
Grumman capsule from Wallops Island, Va., to the International 
Space Station. 

Associated Press 
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By MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. 
(AP) — A dozen bottles of 
fine French wine arrived at 
the space station Monday, 
not for the astronauts, but 
for science. 

The red Bordeaux wine will 
age for a year up there 
before returning to Earth. 
Researchers will study how 
weightlessness and space 
radiation affect the aging 
process. The goal is to de¬ 
velop newflavorsand prop¬ 
erties for the food industry. 
The bottles flew up aboard 
a Northrop Grumman cap¬ 
sule that launched from 
Virginia on Saturday and 
arrived at the International 
Space Station on Monday. 
Each bottle was packed in 
a metal canister to prevent 
breakage. 

Universities in Bordeaux, 
France, and Bavaria, Ger¬ 
many, are taking part in 
the experiment from Space 


Cargo Unlimited, a Luxem¬ 
bourg startup. Winemaking 
uses both yeast and bac¬ 
teria, and involves chemi¬ 
cal processes, making 
wine ideal for space study, 
said University of Erlangen- 
Nuremberg's Michael Leb- 
ert, the experiment's scien¬ 
tific director, in a company 
video. The space-aged 
wine will be compared to 
Bordeaux wine aged on 
Earth. What's left will go to 
those who helped pay for 
the research, according to 
a company spokeswoman. 
This is the first of six space 
missions planned by the 
company over the next 
three years touching on 
the future of agriculture 
given our changing world. 
"This is a once-in-a-life- 
time adventure," Nicolas 
Gaume, chief executive 
and co-founder of Space 
Cargo Unlimited, said in a 
statement. 

NASA is opening the space 


station to more business 
opportunities like this and, 
eventually, even private 
astronaut missions. 

The Cygnus capsule that 
pulled up to the space 
station on Monday con¬ 
tains multiple commercial 
ventures. Also on board: 
an oven for baking choco¬ 
late chip cookies, as well 
as samples of carbon fiber 
used by Italy's Lamborghini 
in its sports cars. 

Budweiser has already sent 
barley seeds to the station, 
with an eye to becoming 
the beverage of choice on 
Mars. In 2015, a Japanese 
company known for its 
whiskey and other alcohol¬ 
ic drinks sent up samples. 
Scotch also made a visit 
to space in another experi¬ 
ment. The space station's 
current crew includes three 
Americans, two Russians 
and an Italian, who might 
have preferred a good 
Chianti on board. □ 
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Marie Kondo's doing what she can to make your kids tidy 



Author and television personality Marie Kondo poses for a portrait to promote her children's book 
"Kiki & Jax: The Life-Changing Magic of Friendship" on Monday, Nov. 4, 2019, in New York. 


By LEANNE ITALIE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Not even 
Marie Kondo can follow all 
her rules for tidying all the 
time. 

"Of course, when things get 
very busy, I need to let go 
of some of my standards 
and methods, and I think 
that's a completely natu¬ 
ral thing," the decluttering 
guru, Netflix realty star and 
mother of two told The As¬ 
sociated Press. 

The soft-spoken Kondo 
was tight-lipped on exactly 
what she lets slide, besides 
leaving her house slippers in 
the middle of the floor oc¬ 
casionally, but one thing's 
for sure: When it comes to 
Kondo, the emphasis is on 
busy these days. 

Kondo has amassed an 
empire by urging the world 
to decide if their belong¬ 
ings "spark joy" and has 
expanded her reach yet 
again with her debut chil¬ 
dren's picture book, "Kiki 
& Jax: The Life-Changing 
Magic of Friendship," co¬ 
written and illustrated by 
Salina Yoon. 

For grown-ups who fight 
chaos on the job, she has 
partnered with organiza¬ 
tional psychologist Scott 


Sonenshein on a new book 
due out in April, "Joy at 
Work: Organizing Your Pro¬ 
fessional life," aimed at sort¬ 
ing out desks, schedules 
and inboxes. 

Kondo and the first season 
of her Netflix series, "Tidy¬ 
ing Up with Marie Kondo," 
were nominated for two 
Emmys this year, with no 


wins. While discussions 
are underway for a sec¬ 
ond season, she has slowly 
gone about dispensing ad¬ 
vice on a broader range of 
lifestyle topics, from know¬ 
ing when a relationship no 
longer sparks joy to making 
the perfect bento box for 
kids. Later this month on 
her website, Konmari.com, 


she'll start selling some of 
the things that spark her 
own joy at home but are 
made by others, such as 
her favorite incense and 
rice cooker. And in the last 
year, she has expanded 
her network of KonMari- 
certified consultants to 
about 300 in more than 30 
countries. 


With Kondo’s Netflix show 
came a move to Los Ange¬ 
les with her husband and 
daughters, ages 4 and 3. It 
was her second time living 
in the United States — the 
first was a stint in San Francis¬ 
co. The families she helped 
on Netflix were all in the 
Los Angeles area, includ¬ 
ing Wendy and Ron Aki- 
yama. She said the empty 
nesters posed the greatest 
challenge during the eight- 
episode season with their 
mountain of clothes, out- 
of-control Christmas deco¬ 
rations and boxes stuffed 
with thousands of baseball 
cards. "There was so much 
stuff," Kondo said through 
a translator during a recent 
interview. "I've tidied up a 
lot of messy homes in Ja¬ 
pan, but they tended to be 
quite small. On this Ameri¬ 
can scale, and especially 
the amount of things in the 
garage, it was quite shock¬ 
ing." For now, Kondo is pro¬ 
moting her picture book. 
The story of Kiki, a squirrel 
with a hoarding problem, 
and Jax, a meticulous owl 
who loves to sort, is a sweet 
extension of the best-seller 
that led to her global influ¬ 
ence, "The Life-Changing 
Magic of Tidying Up.'Q 


Shakira plans a Latin tribute at upcoming Super Bowl 



This Aug. 10, 2018 file photo shows Shakira performing in 
concert at Madison Square Garden in New York. 

Associated Press 


By RENATA BRITO 
Associated Press 
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — 

Colombian music star Sha¬ 
kira says she will pay hom¬ 
age to Latin culture along¬ 
side Jennifer Lopez at the 
2020 Pepsi Super Bowl Half¬ 
time Show in Miami. 
Speaking Monday in Bar¬ 
celona, Spain where she 
lives with her long-term 
partner, Spanish soccer 
star Gerard Pique, and 
their two children, Shakira 
told The Associated Press 
she was fulfilling a dream 
which also had "a very im¬ 
portant purpose." 

"To celebrate that culture, 
to showcase it in a country 
where Latinos have also 
struggled a lot," she said. 
"I feel really humbled and 
with a great responsibility 
in my hands to represent 
the Latino community." 

The Grammy winner, who 


turns 43 on Feb. 2, the day 
of the Super Bowl, is cur¬ 
rently promoting a docu¬ 
mentary and live concert 
album from her 2018 "El 
Dorado World Tour," to be 
released worldwide on 
Nov. 13. 

In late 2017, Shakira left 
fans worried after she was 
forced to postpone the 


European part of the tour 
due to a vocal cord hem¬ 
orrhage. 

"That was probably one 
of the most difficult times 
of my life. It was really a 
nightmare," she recalled. 
"I didn't know if I was ever 
going to sing again." 

At the time, doctors rec¬ 
ommended surgery that 


carried risks. Shakira chose 
not to have it, and her 
voice slowly recovered. 
But it meant she couldn't 
speak for long periods of 
time — a real challenge 
for a mother of two young 
children. "I healed miracu¬ 
lously, really, because the 
doctors were convinced 
I needed a medical pro¬ 
cedure," she said, adding 
that without support from 
her fans she wouldn't have 
been able to return to the 
stage. "I felt so much grati¬ 
tude, so much joy to be 
able to sing again," she 
said. "I think at some point 
in my life I had taken it for 
granted." But the singer 
has not slowed down since 
releasing last month a re¬ 
mix of the song "Tutu" with 
singers Camilo from Co¬ 
lombian and Pedro Capo 
of Puerto Rico. Shakira is 
also scheduled to perform 


at the closing ceremony 
of the Davis Cup tennis 
tournament in Madrid on 
Nov. 24. Shakira has in the 
meantime witnessed tur¬ 
moil in the city she calls 
home in Spain's northwest 
region of Catalonia. 

The conviction of Catalan 
separatists over an illegal 
independence referen¬ 
dum has sparked massive 
and sometimes violent 
street protests. 

Shakira says the issue re¬ 
quires dialogue between 
the separatists and Spain's 
national authorities. Pique 
backs the right to a vote 
on the region's indepen¬ 
dence. "I think that in a 
country where there are 
clearly disagreements and 
differences like this one, 
the best would be to try 
to build bridges and listen 
to each other," Shakira 
said.Q 
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Netflix serves up ‘Green Eggs and Ham’ with all-star cast 


By LYNN ELBER 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — When 
screenwriter Jared Stern 
was approached about 
developing Dr. Seuss' 
"Green Eggs and Ham" 
as an animated series, he 
sought advice from one 
important woman and the 
consent of another. 

"I mentioned it to my grand¬ 
mother and she said, 'That 
was your favorite book 
when you were little. You 


used to read it to me all 
the time,"' Stern fondly re¬ 
called. "I basically learned 
to read reading this book." 
But he needed more than 
grandmom behind him. 
The project required ap¬ 
proval from the widow of 
Theodor Geisel, the singu¬ 
lar writer known as Dr. Se¬ 
uss. So Stern and fellow ex¬ 
ecutive producer Jeff Klee- 
man made a pilgrimage to 
her San Diego-area home 
about five years ago. Au- 
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This image released by Netflix shows characters, Guy-Am-1, 
voiced by Michael Douglas, right, and Sam-I-Am, voiced by 
Adam Devine in a scene from the animated series "Green Eggs 


and Ham," premiering Nov. 8. 

drey Geisel died last year; 
her husband died in 1991. 

"I had to pitch the story to 
her and it was incredibly 
scary," said Stern. "Once it 
was over, she said some¬ 
thing to the effect of, 'I 
wondered what you were 
going to do with this. But I 
think you really captured 
it, and you have our bless¬ 
ing.’" 

The result is a 13-episode se¬ 
ries debuting Friday on Net¬ 
flix with a voice cast that in¬ 
cludes Michael Douglas as 
the character who turns up 
his nose at green eggs and 
ham and Adam Devine as 
Sam-l-am, the dish’s cheer- 


Associated Press 

leader. Other big-name 
actors along for the ride in¬ 
clude Diane Keaton, Eddie 
Izzard, Tracy Morgan, John 
Turturro and Jeffrey Wright. 
("Having Ellen DeGeneres 
as an executive producer 
certainly helps," Stern said.) 
Stern understood Audrey 
Geisel’s initial doubts, since 
he shared them when the 
project was proposed by 
Kleeman, president of De¬ 
Generes' production com¬ 
pany. 

Stern's first reaction: Why 
mess with perfection? Then 
he gave the 1960 book an¬ 
other look. 

"I started flipping through 


it and realized, 'Oh, it's an 
odd couple.' There's the 
grumpy guy who's closed 
off to things and a playful 
guy who's open to things. 
And not only that, it's a 
road trip because he won't 
eat the eggs in a car, on 
a train, on a boat — here, 
there and everywhere," 
he said, allowing the origi¬ 
nal story to be opened up 
while staying true to its mes¬ 
sage and spirit. 

Devine, of the "Pitch Per¬ 
fect" movies and TV's "The 
Righteous Gemstones" and 
"Modern Family," said he 
focused on bringing "man¬ 
ic little kid enthusiasm" to 
Sam-I-Am. 

"I'm basically doing an im¬ 
pression of myself opening 
Christmas presents.... just 
how excited you would get 
when you're a kid, and you 
want to explain all your toys 
and explain how you're 
going to play with them," 
Devine said. 

The series lets him play with 
his lines. "The dialogue is 
just so fun. When you ac¬ 
tually get through a chunk 
where you're doing a lot 
of Seussian-type dialogue, 
you feel so good about 
yourself.'Q 


Joanna Connor takes her blues guitar 
down new paths 


By PABLO GORONDI 
Associated Press 

Joanna Connor, "Rise" 
(M.C. Records) 

Joanna Connor takes her 
powerful guitar down new 
paths on "Rise," an album 
featuring some jazzier hues, 
her considerable acous¬ 
tic skills and even a guest 
rapper while also doubling 
down on her reputation as 
a blues stalwart. 

Connor, based in Chicago, 
released 2016's "Six String 
Stories" after a long break 
from studio recording even 
as she enhanced her status 
thanks to live performanc¬ 
es. "Rise" is also charac¬ 
terized by a new backing 
band, "a bunch of younger 
men" credited by Connor 
for an extra dose of power, 
and several instrumentals, 
from the smooth tones of 
the title track to a cover of 
Sly and the Family Stone's "If 
You Want Me to Stay" fea¬ 


turing cracking solos from 
everyone involved. 

Funky album opener "Flip" 
is a steamy take on what 
sounds like a May-Septem- 
ber romance — "A woman 
can't live on guitar alone" 
— while "Mutha" features 
rapper Alphonso BuggZ 
Dinero toasting Connor 
with a dose of humor as 
she mercilessly shreds the 
strings. 

"My Irish Father" is a gal¬ 
loping, Rory Gallagher-like 
acoustic showcase with 
poignancy added by Con¬ 
nor's discovery not long 
ago of her birth father's 
identity. "Cherish and Wor¬ 
ship You" is probably the 
most rocking track on the 
album and "Earthshaker" 
is a glowing tribute to a 
Windy City bass player with 
some very special skills. 
Intense closer "Dear Amer¬ 
ica" combines an homage 
to Led Zeppelin's take on 



This cover image released by 
M.C. Records shows "Rise," by 
Joanna Connor. 

Associated Press 

"When the Levee Breaks" 
with a topical dissertation 
by Dinero as Connor's dra¬ 
matic vocals and fiery fret 
work, along with powerful 
work from drummer Tyrone 
Mitchell, provide an alarm¬ 
ing soundtrack to a cata¬ 
log of political ills and social 
challenges. 

Connor describes herself 
as "that middle-aged lady 
with the scorching guitar" 
and "Rise" is a monumental 
testament to her skills. □ 
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Study finds LGBTQ characters hit record high on network TV 



This image released by FX shows Billy Porter in a scene from "Pose." 


By LYNN ELBER 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — "Pose" 
and "Batwoman" are 
among the shows contrib¬ 
uting to a surge in LGBTQ 
and gender inclusiveness 
on television, according to 
a new study by the advo¬ 
cacy group GLAAD. 

The percentage of regular¬ 
ly seen LGBTQ characters 
on prime-time broadcast 
TV this season reached an 
all-time high of 10.2%, or 90 
out of a total of 879 char¬ 
acters, according to the 
study released Thursday. 
That topped last year’s re¬ 
cord of 8.8% and achieved 
the 10% goal that GLAAD 
had set for the networks by 
2020 . 

"Last year, GLAAD called 
on the television industry 
to increase the number 
of LGBTQ characters and 
more accurately reflect the 
world we live in, and they 
responded by exceeding 
this challenge," Sarah Kate 
Ellis, GLAAD president and 
CEO, said in a statement. 
"At a time when the cultural 
climate is growing increas¬ 
ingly divisive, increased 
representation of LGBTQ 
stories and characters on 
television is especially criti¬ 
cal to advance LGBTQ ac¬ 
ceptance." 

Series including "Pose," 
set in the 1980s ballroom 
culture and with the big¬ 


gest LGBTQ cast ever for 
a scripted show, and "Bat- 
woman," with the first gay 
superhero in a lead TV role, 
are signposts of TV's grow¬ 
ing diversity and proof that 
"viewers everywhere con¬ 
tinue to respond with ex¬ 
treme positivity," Ellis said. 
GLAAD is upping the stakes 
for the future. It's asking the 
industry to reach 20% rep¬ 
resentation of LGBTQ regu¬ 
larly seen characters on 
primetime scripted broad¬ 
cast series by 2025, and to 
ensure that half of LGBTQ 
characters on every TV 
platform are people of col¬ 


or within the next two years. 
An estimated 4.5% of adults 
in the United States, ap¬ 
proximately 11.3 million 
people, identify as LGBTQ, 
according to new analysis 
by the Williams Institute at 
UCLA School of Law. 

For the first time in the 
study's history, the percent¬ 
age of regularly seen and 
recurring female LGBTQ 
characters on broadcast 
TV exceeded the male 
characters, 53% to 47%. 

The ethnic diversity of LG¬ 
BTQ characters on broad¬ 
cast and cable also in¬ 
creased, with people of 


Associated Press 

color representing 52% of 
the 120 regular and recur¬ 
ring LGBTQ roles on broad¬ 
cast and 48% of cable's 215 
characters. But streaming 
dropped 7 percentage 
points, to 41% of 153 char¬ 
acters. 

Across all TV platforms, 
there were increases in the 
number of trans characters 
and those with HIV-AIDS 
over last year. 

GLAAD has tracked lesbi¬ 
an, gay, bisexual, transgen¬ 
der and queer characters 
on TV for 24 years and be¬ 
gan releasing its expanded 
survey, titled "Where We 


Are on TV," in 2005. 

Other findings contained in 
the report: 

— Latinos reached a re¬ 
cord high 9% of regular se¬ 
ries characters on broad¬ 
cast network TV, about half 
their estimated 17.8% rep¬ 
resentation in the U.S. pop¬ 
ulation. African-Americans, 
estimated at about 13% of 
the population, remained 
at 22% of regular TV char¬ 
acters, while Asian Pacific 
Islanders also held steady, 
at 8%, compared to being 
about 5% of the popula¬ 
tion. 

— Women were a record 
46% of the regular charac¬ 
ters on broadcast TV, up 
3 percentage points from 
last year but shy of the 51% 
they represent in the U.S. 
population. 

— The percentage of reg¬ 
ularly seen broadcast TV 
characters with a disability 
was 3.1 %, or 27. While that's 
the highest tally yet found 
by GLAAD, it's well below 
the 20% of the population 
with a disability, according 
to a U.S. Census estimate. 

— Among streaming servic¬ 
es, Netflix had the highest 
number of LGBTQ regular 
and recurring characters 
on its original series. Show¬ 
time was the most inclusive 
cable channel and CW 
ranked first among broad¬ 
cast networks in LGBTQ 
inclusivityO 


Chris Brown holds high-end yard sale at his Los Angeles home 



People line up around the block of singer Chris Brown's home 
in the Tarzana area of Los Angeles Wednesday, Nov. 6, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By ANDREW DALTON 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Chris 
Brown held a high-end 
yard sale Wednesday at 
his Los Angeles home, with 
hundreds of fans, gawkers 
and bargain-seekers wait¬ 
ing for hours to try to get a 
piece of the singer's stuff. 
Brown posted a flyer on his 
Instagram and Twitter ac¬ 
counts Tuesday night that 
included the address of his 
suburban mansion in the 
Tarzana neighborhood 
of the San Fernando Val¬ 
ley. "Featuring significantly 
marked-down high-end 
items," the flyer said. 

Brown captioned the 
posts "DA CRIB ... 2 day 
event" and included a 
heart emoji. 


Brown, often called by his 
nickname Breezy, burst 
onto the music scene as a 
teen in 2005, won a Gram¬ 
my Award in 2011 for best 
R&B album and remains a 
major hitmaker. His new¬ 


est album "Indigo" went to 
No. 1 when it was released 
in June, he has a current 
top 10 hit, "No Guidance" 
featuring Drake and he's 
nominated for a pair of 
American Music Awards. 


But he's also in the past 
decade been nearly as 
well known for a stream 
of highly publicized run- 
ins with law enforcement, 
starting with a felony as¬ 
sault of then-girlfriend Ri- 
hanna in 2009 to which he 
pleaded guilty. 

The crowd of hundreds 
began gathering late 
Tuesday for the yard sale, 
who were joined Wednes¬ 
day by news trucks docu¬ 
menting the scene and 
news helicopters hover¬ 
ing overhead. A long line 
that stretched down the 
sidewalk for several blocks 
ended at a driveway 
filled with large canvas 
canopies shading rows of 
clothes. 

Some said they had driven 


from as far away as Arizo¬ 
na and didn't care what 
they walked away with 
as long as it belonged to 
Brown. 

Symone Maddox of San 
Bernardino, California, 
said she took the day off 
work to check out the yard 
sale, hoping to get hats 
and hoodies. "I already 
told my boss. She told me 
to bring something back," 
Maddox said. 

The 23-year-old, a hip-hop 
artist who goes by the 
name Young Maddox, 
said she's been a Brown 
fan since the beginning of 
his career and was hoping 
that she could pass some 
of her music on to him and 
get him to sign some mer¬ 
chandise. □ 
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Kintsugi: Broken pottery becomes more beautiful, precious 



This Nov. 11, 2018 photo shows an example of Kintsugi at the Kuge Crafts workshop in Tokyo. 

Associated Press 


By LINDA LOMBARDI 
Associated Press 

If you search online for 
“kinfsugi,” most of what 
you’ll find in English is self- 
help advice that uses this 
Japanese craft as a jump- 
ing-off point. The idea of 
repairing broken pottery in 
a way that makes it more 
beautiful than it was before 
is apparently an irresistible 
metaphor for recovering 
from life's trials and tribula¬ 
tions. 

When I tried kintsugi for my¬ 
self at a workshop in Tokyo 
recently, I couldn’t help 
wondering how many of 
those writers based their 
simile on hands-on experi¬ 
ence. The craft was a lot 
more tedious than I'd ex¬ 
pected — but maybe that 
made the metaphor all the 
more true? 

The usual goal when repair¬ 
ing something is to make 
the fix unnoticeable, restor¬ 
ing an object as closely as 
possible to its original ap¬ 
pearance. Kintsugi takes 
the opposite approach: 
Chips and cracks are out¬ 
lined and filled in with gold, 
creating a new design and 
adding a material that 
looks precious. 

The craft is said to go back 
to the 15th century, and I 
was disappointed at first 
to learn from instructor Yo- 
shiko Kuge that we would 
not be using traditional 
materials. The reasons soon 
became obvious, though. 
Of course it makes sense 
that beginners wouldn't be 
using real gold — the usual 
replacement is a powder 


made of copper and brass 
— but, in addition, the an¬ 
cient method took literally 
months to complete. 

Kuge demonstrated the old 
technique by mixing a little 
sticky plant resin with clay 
powder, and then dripping 
a drop of it onto a chip on 
the lip of a cup. That was it 
for today: Now, you’d have 
to wait a month for that thin 
layer to dry, then repeat 
the process until enough 
layers had been built up to 
fill the gap. 

Instead, we would use an 
epoxy putty that dries in 
a few minutes — an obvi¬ 
ous improvement as far as 
speed, especially for a two- 
hour class. It's also not as 


toxic as the old-fashioned 
materials, which can cause 
allergic reactions. 

The workshop had many 
beautiful examples on dis¬ 
play of pottery broken into 
several pieces and reas¬ 
sembled with lines of gold, 
as well as some with deco¬ 
rative additions incorporat¬ 
ed, like pieces of sea glass. 
We, however, started small, 
each choosing a cup that 
was intact except for a 
small chip on its rim. 

We each filled in the chip 
with a lump of putty that 
extended beyond the gap 
in all directions. After the 
putty dried, the next step 
was filing down the lump 
using a metal file that's flat 
on one side and curved on 
the other — flat for the out¬ 
side of the cup, curved for 
the inside. 

The gold of a finished 
kintsugi piece is textured, so 
we students were a bit sur¬ 
prised as we kept showing 
our pieces to the instructors 
and being told we weren’t 
done yet. Turns out the tex¬ 
ture is completely due to 
the gold added later — we 
really needed to file the 
filler down till it was com¬ 
pletely level with the origi¬ 
nal surfaces, a process that 
took quite some time. Then, 
when it looked like it was 
finally perfectly smooth, 
we had to make it even 
smoother with wet sandpa¬ 


per so fine you can’t feel 
any roughness with your fin¬ 
gertip. 

At this point, the piece 
would normally be left to 
dry overnight, but so the 
workshop could be finished 
in one afternoon, Kuge ef¬ 
fected a little time-travel 
with the use of a hair dryer. 
Once the piece cooled off, 
finally we got to what we 
came for: the gold. 

In a tiny tray, the gold 
powder (made of brass 
and copper) is mixed with 
a resin; this is made from 
cashew nuts and is appar¬ 
ently less toxic than the tra¬ 
ditional kind. We dipped a 
fine-tipped brush into some 
thinner and then into the 
gold mixture and used it to 
first outline our chip, then fill 
it in. (This is harder on the in¬ 
side of the cup, where it’s 
hard to get a good angle.) 
Next we got to indulge in 


a tiny bit of artistic license: 
When you paint the fine 
crack that extends from 
the bottom of the chip, 
no one’s going to know if 
you make it a little longer 
than it really was. A more 
experienced craftsperson 
can also add designs to 
flat areas; Kuge showed us 
examples covered with tiny 
dots and with traditional 
patterns of nested half-cir¬ 
cles. 

Finally, with a larger brush, 
we took more of the dry 
powder and dusted it onto 
everything we’d just paint¬ 
ed. At first, we needed to 
be careful not to touch the 
wet surface, but once it 
was covered with powder, 
it was safe to brush off the 
extra. 

Although this didn't take 
the months of waiting that 
it did in earlier centuries, we 
still were not quite done: Af¬ 
ter two days we’d need to 
wash the extra gold pow¬ 
der off with soapy water 
and a sponge, and then 
wait two weeks for the 
piece to dry completely. 

If you want to try kintsugi, 
you can buy Japanese- 
made kits with all the ma¬ 
terials. These will cost over 
$100 if you wait to go home 
to the U.S. and order them 
online, but even if you’re 
shopping in Japan they’re 
pricier than buying the 
components separately. 
Kuge provides students 
with a shopping list (with 
photos, for the Japanese- 
impaired). 

The shopping list was a nice 
gesture, but for my part, 
what I learned about this 
craft is that I’m going to 
leave it to the experts, as 
least for pottery. As far as 
the life metaphor, I'll have 
to think on it. □ 



This Nov. 11, 2018 photo taken in Tokyo shows co-instructor Yo- 
shiichiro Kuge checking whether the filler material is filed down 
enough to proceed to the next step at the Kuge Crafts workshop 
in Tokyo. 

Associated Press 



This Nov. 11, 2018 photo shows gold-colored powder and resin 
being mixed before being brushed onto the repaired area at 
the Kuge Crafts workshop in Tokyo. 
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